CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

There is little doubt that divorced, non-custodghers experience significant
stress physically, emotionally, and relationallyagsopulation. Non-custodial, post-
divorce fathering demands that men effectively tiag®the influence of cultural,
logistical and psychological challenges (Kruk, 19%hd disabling “masculine
discourses” (Arendell, 1992, p. 562) if they arstieceed in their efforts to maintain
connected, generative relationships with theirdekih. The influence of various issues
including the past and present level of collaboratr conflict with ex-spouse (including
presence or absence of domestic abuse), abilitydhidgness to pay child support,
experience within the legal system, custody arrarege:; and psychological adjustment
to post divorce roles and lifestyle, have poweshuping effects on the quality of the
father-child relationship in the post divorce cont@hrons & Miller, 1992; Bancroft &
Silverman, in press; Bowman & Ahrons, 1985; Fox &rgon, 1995; Grief, 1979;
Jacobs, 1982).

This exploratory, flexible method qualitative studil begin with a brief
introduction to the complex interweaving of isstmsng divorced non-custodial fathers
in relation to their identity as parents. Thislw#rve as a means of providing context for
focusing on a particular sub-group of these fathtasse who experience the dilemmas
around post divorce fathering in such a way asad them to connect with Fathers
Rights Groups as a source of support in their itleas post divorce fathers. (Arendell,
1992; Bertoia & Drakich, 1993; Coltrane & Hickmd®92; Pasley & Minton, 1997,

Thomson & Lawson, 1999). Within this context, teiady will then interview a small



sample of these fathers, for the purposes of ekigrahd increasing the representation of
their voices and ideas as a sub-group in the disecaround post divorce fathering.
Further study of these rights-oriented fathersdsdated, both due to limited
representation of their voices in the existing abwiork and psychology literature, and
the unique sociological and political issues enadimith their identity claims in a rights-
oriented discourse (Bertoia, 1996).

There are several central issues that this stugghto illuminate in hearing the
voices of these particular divorced fathers. Rgs$he degree to which they are either
subject to or resist what Arendell (1992, p. 5&2¢rs to as a “masculinist discourse” of
post divorce fatheriny. Secondly, is the degree to which these fathetsegatualize their
fathering experience in relation to the decisiobéocome involved in the Father’s Rights
Movement, and particularly the degree to which ti@sision is connected to a painful
experience of feeling like they are “losing théildren” in the divorce process (Grief
1979, p. 315; Jacobs, 1982, p. 1239). Thirdlg #budy hopes to hear from these fathers
regarding the degree to which relationships withrtex-spouses are interwoven with
their construction and experience of fatheringhm post divorce context.

It is proposed that a contribution of these fathesgces to the literature and
knowledge base will assist providers in better ssisag and understanding the needs and

dilemmas of this sub-population of fathers, in wHyat are not only supportive to their

! Arendell describes this discourse as follows:
“The masculinist discourse of divorce is not simatyexpression of individual men’s intentions,
pointing to ‘men we disapprove of and good guys’. Rather the shared discourse points to the
collective character, force, and stability of ganal@angements and identities: gender is
institutionalized in social arrangements, buttrddsga gendered ideology or masculinist
ethic....and is internalized, a fundamental aspetih®imasculine social self.....Individual men,
therefore, are both agents of and participanteémtasculinist discourse of divorce. The
discourse constitutes a gendepedgram...involving future lines of action as well as pastd
present ones, aimed at maintaining a particulartite’



identity as parents, but also to the needs of ttieidren, and (as appropriate) to their
children’s mothers. This could include but notib@ted to delivering more effective
services and interventions toward the goals of maing generative father involvement
(NCOFF, 2000; Pasley & Minton, 1997), and minimgihe generally negative effects
of divorce (Braver & Griffin, 2000) within this pogation of divorced fathers and their

changing families.



CHAPTER I
LITERATURE REVIEW

A number of studies have reviewed a significanbamnt of literature that has
been written about non-custodial fathers in the do®rce context (Amato & Gilbreth,
1999; Ferber, 1983; Fox & Blanton, 1995; LeCler83;Nielsen, 1999). Within the
framework of these studies, it appears that therseveral general themes which
emerge. These themes center on issues of custddyisatation, child support,
relationship with ex-spouse, psychological effedtdivorce, and coping mechanisms. A
brief description of each issue and relevant liteeafollows.

Initial searches in Sociological Abstracts datebgenerated more than 200
citations from the keywords “fathers and divorc®f these, approximately 100 citations
centered around the theme of non-custodial divofatetrs. Among these citations only
one related directly to the experience of Africamé&ican divorced fathers, and no other
articles specifically focused on the experienceadsfitional culturally diverse divorced
fathers including those of Latino, Asian, and NatAdmerican descent. Indeed most of
the samples in both qualitative and quantitativelists reviewed focused on white,
middle class fathers, and only two of the arti¢lendell, 1992; Hamer, 1998) found in
the literature review for this study drew theiruks from samples which included
racially and ethnically diverse membership. Thiplioblematic given the reported
significant percentage of divorce rates within camities of color (Mason, 1996).
Clearly this is a limitation that needs to be addesl in further literature searches, and

warrants casting a broader net and utilizing marerde sources in order to obtain a

2 For example, according to Mason (1996), Africanekitan separation and divorce rates for formerly
married men aged 16-39 between 1995-1987 were &stihto be 28.4%. For African American Women
meeting the same criteria, divorce rates were eséichto be 49.4%.



more representative description of these divergellations of fathers in relation to the
following issues.

Further limitations to the existing literature anatced fathers appear when
adding the keywords “violence” or “abuse” which nfagtor in as many as one third of
all divorces (Walker & Edwall, 1987), and whichatly have implications across the full
range of issues facing divorce fathers. A SocicklgAbstracts database search (2002)
yields approximately 430 records using keyword¢h#a*” and “divorce.*” When
adding the keyword “violence” or “domestic violefies a search parameters, the
number of records returned ranged between 2 and i8se results appear to indicate
that there is far less representation of domesbierce in the literature on divorced
fathers than the presence of domestic violence &ssae prior to or concurrent to
divorce (Toews, 2001).

Child Custody and Visitation

Perhaps the most logistically defining aspecheffather-child relationship post
divorce is represented through the custody ordlars element of the post divorce father
child relationship is determined through a proaglsih requires (at bare minimum)
participation and formalization by the courts. piesmediation and other more
collaborative forms of divorce negotiation andIsetent becoming more popular, the
predominant method of determining custody andatisin as reflected in the literature
sampled for this review, was through legal meassliscussed by Kruk (1992) and
Arendell (1992). Kruk made observations of pattcinterest with respect to the
interface between spousal relationships througldit@ce process, and the bias of the

legal system towards more adversarial practicéviorde settlement. He noted in



particular the relationship between a “creatiocariflict” (p. 87) in the legal process and

subsequent loss of contact between fathers andctédren.

According to many of the studies reviewed (Amat&a8breth, 1999; Arendell,

1992, 1995; Bowman & Ahrons, 1985; King, 1994 andllé/stien & Blakeslee, 1989)

custody generally takes the following forms in matstes:

Type of Custody

Description of Custody

Sole legal and physical

One parent has “entireoresipility” for
all decisions and care-taking of children.

Joint legal custody, sole physical custody
with visitation by non-residential parent

Both parents are responsible for the
decisions regarding their children’s well
being; the children reside with one paren
and have visitation with the non-resident
parent.

Joint legal and physical custody

Both parents are responsible for the
decisions regarding their children’s well
being, and the children “split their time”

living in both parents’ houses.

The vast majority of custody decisions in divogcfamilies appear to be joint

legal with sole physical custody awarded to theh@ao{with visitation by father). This

has given rise to reported concerns regarding ‘gebis” in the legal system towards

assigning physical custody to mothers and away &esigning physical custody to

fathers (Hemmens et al., 1998). However, in othedlies it is reported that instances

where fathers contest custody, they “win 62 to &xent of the time” (Erickson &

Babcock, 1995).

Reportedly, the trend towards assigning joint legetody has been growing

during the past couple of decades, as the “teremsydoctrine” (Erikson & Babcock,

al

1995, p34) reportedly has been taken to task ripiég advocates. This trend towards

assigning joint legal custody appears to be the easn in situations where there are



allegations of domestic abuse prior or concurrerhé divorce proceedings. Such
decisions contradict legal statutes which mandateustody provisions for perpetrators
of domestic abuse (for example, see Chapter 1#®e0ohcts of 1998, Massachusetts
State Law). A growing minority of sole legal analypical custody decisions are being
awarded to fathers (Grief, 1985; Kelly, 2001), th& norm appears to be for post divorce
children to live primarily with their mothers anidrer have a visitation schedule or (in
the case of joint physical custody) stay up to 30éstime with their fathers. In joint
physical custody, it appears that the norm is faldcen to spend a couple of nights a
week with their fathers.

With the bulk of physical custody being awardedntathers, the norm for fathers
following divorce is to experience a dramatic redrcin contact with their children,
frequently mediated by a visitation schedule whienhges from daily to (more
commonly) two evenings per week and every othekeme@. Clearly this shift can have
dramatic implications for these fathers’ sensetheiselves as parents, (Jacobs, 1982),
particularly for those who report high involvementh their children prior to the
divorce. It can be argued that this issue is thgles-most emotionally intense matter
affecting fathers across all salient post divohmnies cited in the literature. Child
custody, and fathers’ emotional and behavioralaeses to this issue weaves its way into
other issues including degree of compliance witiidcsupport schedules (Pearson &
Anhalt, 1994; Seltzer, Schaeffer, & Charng, 19&%,overall emotional and
psychological adjustment of fathers post divoreedbs 1982), feelings and behaviors in

relationship with their ex-spouses, and coping raams used by divorced fathers to



manage difficult feelings following their changeidentity post divorce (Arendell, 1992;
Umberson & Williams, 1993).

Issues of joint custodyand shared parenting are interwoven with ideas and
concerns about the value and importance of theffathild relationship post divorce.
Opinions are mixed with respect to this issue. rélage studies which argue that joint
custody is not only desired, but in the best irgesref children and fathers (and by proxy
mothers) who benefit not only emotionally but eaminzally and logistically as a result
of joint custody (Grief, 1979). A common assert@nong these studies is that “joint
custody is facilitative of greater involvement by tfather with his children” (Arendell,
1995, p. 222; Fox & Blanton, 1995, p. 220; Gre#i79, p.318) and that this greater
involvement contributes to the “assumed gains amfits” of having an active father in
a child’s life (Bowman & Ahrons,1985, p. 482). |Bbither studies seem to leave the jury
out on the question of whether joint custody megrester involvement by fathers in
their children’s lives (Suleman & Meyers, 1999) awén question the trend toward
assuming that father involvement is in the besttemal and psychological interests of
the children, (King, 1994, p. 78).

Of particular note in with regard to this latteregtion, is the issue of conflict
between the ex-spouses. Johnston et al (1989uctedla study which concluded that in
post divorce arrangements where there was a higiee®f conflict between ex-spouses,
“more frequent access to both parents was assdaiatie more emotional and behavioral
problems in the children” (Johnston et al, 198%%6). One of the questions with regard

to this population of post divorce families, is theggree to which conflict management

% Here joint custody refers to the broadest defnitwhich includes any combination of legal andsitsl
custody with one or both being shared.



was an issue prior to the divorce, and continudxetan issue following the divorce. An
associated concern reported in an earlier studphpston & Campbell (1988) was the
potential for overlap between expressions of “laghflict divorce” and prior or
concurrent expressions of domestic violence (Bdh&&ilverman, in press, p. 195).

Clearly the issues associated with child custodysagnificant factors in the lives
of rights-oriented fathers. Indeed, this appeautset one of the significant and motivating
factors for fathers to become involved in Fath&ights groups (Bertoia & Drakich,
1993; Coltrane & Hickman, 1992). Regardless ofrthge to post divorce child custody
determinations, there appears to be (more oftanribg a significant altering of the
degree of contact between divorced fathers and ¢hédren. It is assumed that this
factor alone has significant implications for fatigoost divorce adjustments, and
interacts dramatically with fathers’ constructiaigheir identity throughout and
following the divorce process.

Child Support

The non-contested, timely payment of child supmoviewed almost
unanimously across the range of literature samplda ideas offered and supported by
this literature when taken collectively as a disseuvould be as follows: it has
undisputed positive effects on the developmenhefchild, and the identity of both
fathers and mothers in the post divorce context@ki994; Amato & Gilbreth, 1999;
Fox & Blanton, 1995).

This said, it should be noted that timely non-esteéd payment of child support is
in and of itself a significant issue, and oftenftiohridden. Perhaps because of the

symbolic value of child support in representinguagible currency of relationship



between father and child, this issue becomes sutg@onflicting discourses and intense
emotions for fathers, often interwoven with chiltstody and visitation issues. In two
gualitative studies, Arendell (1992) and Mande849%) interviewed fathers who refuse to
pay child support despite being court ordered tsam the divorce agreement. In both
of these studies, fathers described the reasornisdmrefusal to pay, in ways that were
strongly interwoven with their identities as pasgntith their emotions (particularly
anger) around the divorce, and around a feelirgeofg displaced from the center of
their children’s lives. It is important to noteattthe fathers in these studies strongly
reflect what Arendell refers to as a “masculinistcdurse” of post divorce fatherhood
(Arendell, 1992, p. 562)

Why should | have to pay for children who[m] | dottive with and who[m] | do

not have a part in raising? By paying child suppgaimply reinforce my ex

for having left the marriage and denied me my chitd (Arendell, 1992, p. 573)

Arendell interviewed 75 divorced fathers usingexitble method
exploratory research design. She cited that hepleatalearly over-represent[ed]
involved fathers...only 15 percent were absent coagpaiith the national figure of 50
percent. Eighty five percent were noncustodiaépts compared to a national figure of
90 percent” (p. 564). Child custody arrangementgedawithin her sample, with 6 fathers
having primary physical custody, 5 with shared jtglscustody, and 64 being non-
custodial. Drawing from the thick descriptiongloése participants about their identity
and behaviors as fathers, she posited the notitiatbiers’ rights” (p. 568) as being
central to the development of a “masculinist digssewof divorce” (p. 568). It's a

discourse which seems connected to themes of ireggmower and control in the face of

10



substantive challenges to these same domains diikiagce (particularly in contrast
with patriarchal precedents for men to view thairtpers and children as “property”).

Refusing to pay child support was described agjiirteate response to unfair

treatment from both the legal system and the formifr and was an action
typically defined in terms of violated rights. &/ 3)

Bertoia and Drakich (1993) echo this sentimensjtpw that the fathers they
interviewed for their study did not necessarily Wagquality in physical custody and
everyday care, but the right to exercise the lefglarenting that went on prior to the
divorce” (p. 602). Money and control are thus teerwhich merit further exploration in
terms of how fathers conceptualize their identagtdivorce. Particularly among those
fathers who are rights-oriented, there is a needewotify the degree to which themes of

child support and custody are interwoven.

Relationship with Ex-Spouse

A number of articles reviewed in this literatusmarsch indicated a connection
between the degree of conflict and cooperation thighex-spouses of fathers, and level
of involvement in terms of visitation and paymehthbild support for their children
(Ahrons & Miller, 1992; Fox & Blanton, 1995; HamdQ98). Among these, Ahrons and
Miller cited additional literature (Ahrons, 1983) place in context the finding that “the
quality of the relationship between...former spousas associated with the amount of
involvement that fathers had with their childreregear following the divorce” (p. 447).
Their study utilized a flexible method semi-struetdiinterview format to gather
longitudinal data on the relationship between petieinvolvement and quality of
relationship between former spouses. While theimat was semi-structured, their

instruments for measuring these two variables wtnedardized and thus yielded

11



statistical results. Their data analysis yieldadihgs that supported their hypothesis that
“the impact on paternal involvement of the quadityhe divorced spouses’ relationship
would be significant [during the first year]...ancthdecline after [this same year]
following divorce” (p. 447).

In Arendell’s study (1992, 1995), those men whd tiee most collaborative
relationships with their ex-spouses both seeméigde¢mutside of the constraints of the
“masculinist discourse of divorce” and to have ngeaerative and fulfilling
relationships with their children.

Generally absent from the accounts of these fathassthe language of power

and control, whether with regard to their overdliaion, the former wife, or

their children (Arendell, 1995, p. 223).

Again the themes of custody can weave their waytimt issue, in the sense that
in high-confict divorces, one of the primary sitdgrotracted conflict is the issue of
custody (Johnston et al, 1989; Umberson & Williat®93). This also has particular
relevance to the issues faced by fathers who iiyeatibeing rights-oriented (Colrane &
Hickman, 1992; Bertoia & Drakich, 1993).

Kruk (1992) conducted semi-structured interviewis@s questionnaire with
80 fathers in Canada and Scotland (40 in eachtgguthalf of whom had ongoing and
regular contact with their children and half of whavere ‘disengaged’ with no contact”
(p- 82). describes those fathers in his study kadnee higher degrees of interaction and
involvement with their children as “contact faties. 85). He cites that these fathers
also “stressed the importance of the support andweagement of their ex-wives in their
maintenance of contact and development of a neengarrole” (p. 85). This would

appear to underscore the relationship betweenrtfattikel involvement and cooperation

12



in the relationship between ex-spouses. An intexg@$inding of this study was an

inverse(italics added] relationship between fathers wlevanhighly engaged with their

children during the marriage, and then became sutesely most disengaged following
divorce. Similarly, in this study, those fathersoawere most distant from their children
during the marriage had higher levels of involvetrietlowing divorce. Kruk presents
this finding in a manner which appears to undeestiog hypothesis that grief, associated
with loss of prior closeness and proximity playkerin some fathers’ disconnection from
their children post divorce (Grief, 1979; Jacol832).

These issues become interwoven, in the sensetloat conflict divorces, ex-
spousal cooperation appears to positively affeatlirement by fathers with their
children, and this involvement in turn affects i degree of commitment to being
more than a “Disneyland Dad” (Stewart, 1999, p.)53®mato & Gilbreth (1999) discuss
the value of fathers “doing more than just recoesdl activities in their involvement with
their children” (p. 569), suggesting that the vabfienvolved parenting coincides with an
“authoritative” role and style (p. 568). Walkerdaladwall (1987) also cite that “[t]he
available studies show that when there is pareoigberation during and after divorce,
the children continue to develop normally” (p. 184jich indicates positive
developmental and psychological outcomes for céildyf collaborative parent
involvement in low conflict divorces. Johnstoraét(1989) further support the idea that
cooperation and connection as opposed to hosititiydisconnection are in the better
interests of the post divorce child, citing thairigitudinal research indicates that

frequent visiting is beneficial only in the absenésustained parental hostility” (p. 577).

13



These implications for the relationship betweerspauses include the hypothesis
that if cooperation and collaboration are possitiien more possibilities exist for the
father's range of self definitioh.This in turn would appear to affect his vulneliapto
the psychological impact of divorce, and the subeatjcoping mechanisms he selects in
response to these challenges encountered in theliposce context.

Psychological Effects of Divorce and Coping Meckars Used by Non-Custodial

Fathers

A number of authors address the issue of psychuabgffects and adjustment for
fathers following divorce (Grief, 1979; Jacobs, 29Biazos, 1997; Thompson &
Lawson, 1999; Umberson & Williams, 1993). Thode&s most commonly referred to
seem to cluster around a reorganization of identitly respect to the parenting role.
This topic is particularly salient in terms of ttpeef responses of fathers toward the loss
of full time relationships with their children. fétts of grief in these fathers’ lives
reportedly include increased isolation, vulnerépiio depression, substance abuse, anger
problems, and at times physical violence (Jaca®82;1Umberson & Williams, 1993).
Additionally, at the most extreme end of the speutof post divorce effects, Liazos
(1997) reports that divorced men are five timesersubject to suicide than married men.

As with themes in the above sections of this papere is again an interweaving
between the ways that fathers experience salisnéssaround their change in status and
identity, and the ways that they cope with new leimgles placed before them. The range
of responses is wide, and implications of diffenesponses compelling. Arendell
(1995) cites that those men who exhibited moralfiéty in response to the demands of

the post divorce context, seemed to adapt in a pusgive fashion to their new

* A potential topic of further study.
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circumstances. Alternately, it seems that those wieo “went to war” (p. 111) over the
circumstances of the divorce (visitation, custalpport, etc) ended up with
significantly more misery and suffering than thede didn’t. This would be a
significant hypothesis to address in talking withde men for whom association with a
rights-orientation becomes an expression of thest divorce fatherhood. There is
assumed to be a significant correlation betweenlégeee of hostility and conflict in the
divorce, and the gravitation to a rights-orientatior a majority of those fathers who
seek support from Fathers’ Rights groups followdingorce (Bertoia, 1996; Bertoia &
Drakich, 1993; Colrane & Hickman, 1992).

The emotional pain of divorced non-custodial festeppears to feature
significantly in patterns of visitation and involment between fathers and their children
post divorce. To this degree, those fathers wive tess contact with their children built
in to the structure of their post divorce life app® be more subject to falling out of
contact with their children over time (i.e. dedhgifrequency of contact). A number of
the studies cited in this literature review reiterthis point in numerous ways. Those
fathers in Arendell’s (1995) study who were modispoken about decreasing contact
with their children, reported “using the reductiarcontact as a strategy to make a
statement” (p. 144) about their dissatisfactiorhwitte state of affairs surrounding the
settlement or the divorce decree. It was the$efatwho seemed to experience most
suffering, and for whom the suffering associatethwchild absence” (Greif, 1979, p.
316)) became so unbearable as to warrant theisidasito pull back from contact with
their children. One can only wonder about the éedo which this becomes a vicious

cycle.
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Fortunately (for fathers and their children) nibfathers become subject to this
cycle. Thompson & Lawson (1999) cite compellingfiteony from divorced African
American fathers who seem almost resolute in theiermination to remain involved
with their children, despite (and perhaps eveimatg in conjunction with) the odds
against them.

[T]hese men also recognized their roles as memtwisurturers of the next

generation of African American fathers...fatherhoodhtese men was a
personalized activity of resistance to deter Aftiéanerican male extinction.

(p. 43)

Regardless of the strategies employed by divoragtefs to mitigate the ill
effects of divorce on their lives, it does appéat themes of fatherhood and parental
identity become central to this phase of their idglevelopment. Given this, a couple
of authors (Jacobs, 1982; Braver & Griffin, 200@¢ cecommendations for early
intervention with recently divorced fathers, partarly around themes of helping them to
buffer against the tides which might lead thenmutm taway from their children, not out
of neglectful intention, but rather out of the pafoss (Grief, 1979). As noted, it is
possible that out of this grief fathers will becomere interested in a rights discourse,
and as a result will reach out to gather suppartifeir parenting identity from groups
such as Fathers’ Rights organizations. McLean@)lL8Res that “many men come to the
men’s movement suffering deeply from the effectbroken relationships. Often they
believe they have been unjustly treated by theineas and are grieving for the loss of
their children.” This would appear to follow thggothesis put forth above. In turn, this
would also appear to generate support for findugneore about how men come to be
involved with each other around the themes ancsasgsociated with a rights-

orientation to their parenthood.
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Conclusion

In conceptualizing a proposal for further studyesal key issues come to light.
First among these is the need to hear further fedhers who are experiencing some of
the changes in their identity that accompany aifsegmt reduction in contact with their
children. Additionally, it would be helpful to gaa sense of the degree to which these
fathers experience what Arendell would deem asscuatmist discourse of divorce, and
the degree to which this affects (and is affect@dlteir experiences of their
relationships with their children and ex-spouskesirtexperience of the custody and child
support settlement processes, and the specteostilitli, conflict, and domestic violence
as they pertain to each of these domains. Isis abteworthy that within the existing
academic literature on father’s rights groups,dteee few studies which have been
conducted on this population (Bertoia, 1996; BertiDrakich, 1993; Coltrane and
Hickman, 1992), and that none of these studiesepltte issue of allegations of domestic
violence or abuse at the front and center of thealysis of father’s rights groups
(although it is made mention of, it is not presdrds a central feature of the father’s
rights movement). This study will seek to make fhiece more explicit through
interviewing fathers about their experiences oféhallegations, and the connection
between these allegations and their involvemerit thi¢ fathers rights group.

Of significant interest in interviewing these fathés the better understanding of
how these fathers construct their experience armhood in spite (or perhaps because)
of various challenges to connection with their dtgh. How do they experience their

relationships with their children as changing anifting through the divorce process?
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What are their hopes for the future of their cotioes with their children, and for the
future of their relationships (if any) with theinitdren’s mothers?

Another factor taken from this literature revieshe degree to which the samples
in the literature reviewed for this paper were drdwm primarily white, middle class
populations, and as a result do not represent@mrate picture of the experience of
divorced non-custodial fathers in the U.S. toda@ijis is particularly the case with
respect to matters of racial and ethnic diversitgample representation. This would
further suggest that a study which included thee®iof divorced fathers of color would
contribute more richly to the existing knowledge®an this topic area. Further
enriching would be if those fathers also had maverde class backgrounds from the
primarily middle class samples represented initeeakure. This study will therefore
undertake to look at these issues within its sample the members of Fathers’ Rights
groups who will be interviewed for this study (whet from predominantly white
geographic areas, or multicultural geographic gnedkective of the predominately white
middle class samples in the literature, or wilitiheflect greater racial and economic
diversity?

The theoretical orientation under-girding manyhefse question is primarily
derived from a combined social constructionist apph to narrative and discourse
theories (Freedman, J. & Coombs, G., 1996; Gert}g®l; Madsen, 1999; Weingarten,
1994, 1995) and Relational-Cultural Theory (Jord&87). Implied in this perspective
is the assumption that privileging the voices @&f then targeted in this study will help
further understanding about the ways that theseaoestruct their fatherhood, and the

relational dilemmas associated with their fathethtiat they encounter in the larger
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socio-cultural context within which they exist.idtassumed that Fathers’ Rights groups
have some sort of a “say” in shaping the publicalisse on post divorce fathering. This
study will seek in part to better understand ths@aal dilemmas which go into the
public construction of their position. It is assearthat the findings from this work will
construct this as an inductive study, with quitegibly more questions than answers

arising from the material generated.
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CHAPTER Ill
METHODOLOGY
This exploratory flexible method study utilized iaterview format to gather
gualitative data from a small sample (n=10) of meralfrom a father’s rights group in
the state of Massachusetts. The purpose of thg 8tas to generate “thick depictions”
(Anastas, 1999, p. 61) of the lives of this speafib-group of divorced non-custodial
fathers. It was assumed that a semi-structureaviietv design, using both open and
closed-ended questions would yield the best regulthis study. An interview guide
(see Appendix A) was developed for the projectgigmput from members of the
Wellesley Centers for Women Center for ResearcWomen in order to build in aspects
of accountability, relational theory, and refinaghfjtative research practice. A pilot
interview was conducted with one member of thed&sirights group prior to
interviewing those participants selected for thgjgmt, in order to further develop and
refine the interview guide.

Definitions of Major Terms

Definitions of the major terms defining sampleeséibn in this study were as

follows:
1. “Divorced”

a. Fathers who have completed a legal divorce fraim ex-spouse at
the time of the study.

b. Fathers who are separated from their ex-partbatsnot yet divorced,
provided that they were legally married to theinfier partner, and
that they were the father of one or more childrenrdg) that marriage.

2. “Child[ren]”
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a. The biological or legally adopted child[ren]tb& participant, who
resided in the care of the divorced or separategleqrior to the
divorce or separation.

3. “Non-Custodial”

a. The participants will not have full legal andl fahysical custody of
their children at the time of participation in tsteidy.

b. Any of the following combinations will otherwispialify participants
for “non-custodial” status in this study:

I. Joint legal custody, ex-spouse has sole physicstiody.
ii. Joint legal, joint physical but ex-spouse hesater amount of
physical custody.
iii. Ex-spouse has both full legal and physicaltody, father has
visitation.

iv. Ex-spouse has full legal and physical, fathes ho visitation.

Sample and Sampling Strategies

Fathers for this study were recruited through actimg fathers rights groups
throughout the state of Massachusetts. Three aepgiroups were contacted via email
and / or telephone, using a form email letter preaworded message (see Appendix B).
Responses were gathered from all three groups asetion interviews with
representatives of these groups (leaders / chaopsy etc) one group was established as
being particularly interested in the project. Othex course of approximately 4 weeks,
the interviewer attended several meetings of tfosg, and talked briefly about the
project during each meeting, distributing anotherworded statement (See Appendix C)
in order to recruit fathers to be interviewed.

Based on interest generated from these meetirngftérviewer contacted
prospective participants via telephone in ordesc@en them for the project. The

screening consisted of participants meeting threeria:
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That they had been married to their spouseatiore.
2. That they were currently divorced, or separatgd a custody order in place
from the courts.
3. That they had been accused of perpetrating daomslence or child abuse
at some point during or after their marriage.
It is noteworthy that in this particular fatherights group (which reports being
one of the strongest in the state) based on appeigly 4 meetings over a four week
period, (consisting of an estimated 60 attendessy,one man of color was visibly

present at one of the meetings. The remainddrecétiendees appeared to be Caucasian.

Data Collection

Data collection took place through a combinatibfaoe to face interviews and
field note documentation. Interviews were schedlaliethe human service agency used
for the father’s rights group meetings, in ordentake the project easily accessible to the
participants. Prior to conducting interviews, papants were asked to review and sign
an informed consent form (see Appendix D). In&mg took approximately 1.5-2 hours
to complete, and with one participant needed tedbeduled over two days to complete
the interview. Interviews were recorded on a séad@dudio cassette tape recorder, for
the purposes of transcribing and coding narratata tb obtain findings. Interviews were
semi-structured, and employed the use of the irerguide which asked questions
along two tiers. The first tier was designed foiesubjective accounts of fathers’
experiences in relationship with their child[reahd in changes and constructions of their
identity as fathers following divorce. The secaedtion was designed to elicit
subjective accounts of these fathers’ experientasausations of domestic violence and

/ or child abuse prior to or following separatiardd or divorce. As noted above, the

22



development of the questionnaire received inpuhfreembers of the Center for
Research on Women at Wellesley College, in orderdagimize both the accountability
of the questionnaire (to the needs of fathersdodil, and mothers) and in order to elicit
rich descriptions by these fathers of their expers and identity constructions as
fathers. Based on information generated fromitisetivo interviews regarding the child
support and economic situations of these fathieesinterview guide was modified (see
Appendix E) to include questions regarding theseas, and this modified guide was
used in the remaining 8 interviews.
Data Analysis

Interviews were transcribed with the assistance pfofessional transcriber, who
was required to sign a confidentiality agreemeidrgo having access to the tapes and
transcripts (see Appendix F). All transcribed imtews were then listened to by the
interviewer, and in some cases edited in ordemngare accuracy between tapes and
transcripts. Narrative data generated from theriews was analyzed using two
methods. First, tapes were listened to and trgptsarvere read in order to elicit broad
narrative themes and to cross reference thesedinarthemes with field data (i.e.
emotional tone, connection between intervieweriatetviewee, etc.). The information
generated from this first tier of analysis was ugelegin the second process of coding
data. Based on themes generated from this “ddtapgyoach, a list of thematic
categories was generated. These categories wareitied to create theme “nodes” using
QSR N6 software. Raw data was then coded andotetr&rom each of the transcripts
and organized in the software under these “noagex0rding to the respective theme

headings. These themes and their respective agatathen consolidated into the broader
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categories, and cross referenced with existing #seémthe literature in order to generate
the findings section of this project. Input oe thata analysis process was received from
members of the Centers for Research on Women déesié) College.

Strengths and Limitations

The feasibility of this project was supported gitbat the sample was
small, and the primary emphasis of the study wagadhering rich descriptions from its
participants. At the same time, it was difficdtdutreach the project to communities in a
way that controlled for issues of cultural, ragiatl economic diversity. The primary
limitations here included the following:

1. Not all groups were as receptive as this orikg¢adea of the project. One other
group’s facilitator in particular reported a greatl of hesitation at the idea of
having his group participate in the project, gitlea sensitive nature of the
interview material.

2. Membership in the group is self selected, ambtscontrolled for issues of
diversity.

3. Attendees varied at different groups, and tixae a limited window of time
between recruitment and data collection. Therefamé/ those members
attending the month of recruitment were able ta héaut the project and decide
if they wanted to participate based on the presensgiven at the meetings. at
is hoped for in the sample selection. It is prigddhat the interviewing and
coding process will not take more than three mqrahd that this will be a

reachable goal within the time constraints of thegect.
Interviews were able to be conducted in a settiitg ample privacy for the comfort
of the participants, and were conducted in an adokesand familiar (and therefore more

comfortable) setting, the same location that weekdetings were held at.
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Bias in this study was reflected in the need farze the inquiry into these
fathers’ experiences, and the need to be accoentsiol aware of the degree of intensity
which under-girds much of the Fathers’ Rights moeetis discourse (which can include
sentiments that are anti-feminist and pro-patrigrcfhis study did not seek to “take one
side or the other” with respect to these themeisydiber was successful in “reaching” its
participants because of the “more intimate” focasmays in which these fathers
construct and experience their relationships withirtchildren, and their understanding
and experience of themselves as parents withinghtext of their changing lives and

post divorce stressors.
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CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS
Overall findings from the data indicated numerassies facing these fathers at
this time in their lives. Among these issues, tesmf pre and post divorce fathering,
relationship with kids, identities as men and fatHellowing divorce, grief, loss, hopes
and fears, anger toward the legal system, andrgasipport and advice from the
father’s rights group are the most salient issudss chapter will take a look at some of
these themes, with the intention of providing sarhthe salient data generated for
further discussion. It is hoped that this datd eplen further dialogue regarding the
issues and discourses facing these men in thes &g post divorce fathers.

Demographic Data

A total of 10 men participated in this study. Sefborted racial / ethnic

backgrounds of participants was as follows:

Racial / Ethnic Background Number of Participants

Caucasian: n=9
French / Italian American n=1
Anglo American n=2
Irish / German n=1
Anglo / French Canadian n=1
Polish American n=1
Anglo / Italian n=1
Anglo / German n=1
Anglo / French / Spanish n=1

Bi-Racial (Caucasian / Native American)n=1

The reported age of participants ranged from 30tawvith the mean age being
42. Participants’ reported number of children exhgetween 1 and 3 with the

distribution of children as follows:
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Number of Chilen Number of Participants

One Child n=3
Two children n=5
Three Children n=2

Age of participants’ children ranged between 1yogrand 19 yrs. The mean
age of all participants’ children was 10 yrs. T™igribution of children’s ages was as

follows:

Age of Child Number of Participants
1.5yrs
3yrs
5yrs
6 yrs
7 yrs
8 yrs
12 yrs
13 yrs
14 yrs
15 yrs
16 yrs
18 yrs
19 yrs

S5 3533333333335
PRRPWRPRRPNRPRPN®R R

The reported racial / ethnic backgrounds of pauéiots’ former spouses were as

follows:

Racial / Ethnic Background Number of Ex-Spouses

Caucasian n=7
Anglo / Polish n=1
Polish / Portuguese n=1
Anglo / Swedish n=1
German n=1
French / Polish n=1
French / Irish n=1
Canadian French n=1

Biracial Caucasian / Native American  n=2

Unreported n=1
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The reported ages of participants’ former spouaeged between 21 yrs and 45
with the mean age being 34.5 yrs. The distributibformer spouses’ ages was as

follows:

Age of Ex-Spouse Number of Participants
21 yrs
25yrs
30 yrs
33 yrs
36 yrs
37 yrs
41 yrs
45 yrs

=)

NRPRPRNPRPREPR

5 5 3535 353535

Accusations of Domestic Violence or Child Abuse

All participants have had accusations of domestitence or child abuse reported
against them by either their ex-spouses or othioaities at some point prior to or
following the dissolution of their most recent mages. The reported breakdown of

these accusations was as follows.

Accusations of Domestic Violence or Number of Participants who Reported
Child Abuse Accusations

Single restraining order issued prior t

separation n=0’

<

Single restraining order issued
concurrent to / following separation n=4

More than one restraining order issugd
concurrent to / following separation n=1

Single restraining orders issued both
prior and concurrent to / following n=2
separation

® Those who had restraining orders filed on therarpi concurrent to the separation either had rttwe
one restraining order filed on them prior to separg or had restraining orders filed both befone after
separation. No participant had only one restrgimirder filed prior to the separation.
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Three or more restraining orders issugd
during or after the marriage n=4

Accusation of child physical or sexua

abuse or child neglect prior to n=0
separation

Accusation of child physical or sexua

abuse or child neglect concurrent to / n=6

following separation.

Spent time in jail for violation of a
restraining order. n=2

Had children removed by DS&t some

point for reported child abuse or n=3
neglect.

Total combined number of restraining

orders reported by all participants 23

Total combined number allegations o
child abuse or neglect reported by all 6
participants

Current Custody Arrangements

Current custody arrangements of participants wperted as follows:

Ex Spouse has Sole Legal and Physical n=4
Father has Unsupervised Visitations n=3
Father has Supervised Visitations n=1
Father has No Visitations

n

Joint Legal, Ex Spouse has Sole Physical n=4
Father has Unsupervised Visitations
Father has Supervised Visitations
Father has No Visitations n=

Joint Legal, Joint Physical n

Joint Legal, Father has Sole Physical n=2°
Of all children n=0
Of one, but not all children n=2

® Three participants had two or more restrainingeosdiled on them as follows:

LLLLAYAYS \\J} I\CQI.IUIIIIIIH TUCTO =4

Seven (7) Restraining Orders n=1
" Includes having had custody or visitation withldten reduced concurrent to / following DSS
investigations for accusations of child abuse.
8 These fathers had sole physical custody of orikeif children, and their ex-spouses had physical
custody of their other child(ren). This lattertfgoialified them for participation in the study.
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Pre-Divorce Fathering

Based on the coding and data analyzing procesangilthe software program
N6, data generated from interviews and coded uth@ecategories of “Pre Divorce
Fathering” and “Relationship with Kids Pre Divoraainstituted an combined estimate
of 3.68% of all the text generated by these fathvetBeir interviews. This is interesting
when compared with the amount of text data gengrateler the categories of “Post
Divorce Fathering” and “Relationships with Kids PBsvorce,” which after coding
amounted to an estimated 11% of all textual dateigeed for the project. These fathers
talked much more, and much more in depth about thiiering experiences post divorce
than pre divorce. Itis assumed that this is pytdue to the added complications and
overlays of other issues that face parents follgvdivorce.

That said, when asked about their fathering aratiogiships with their children
pre-divorce, these fathers reported that for thetmpart they had connected relationships
with their children and overall positive impressaf their fathering prior to their
separations or divorces. Interestingly, this apge¢o be the case whether the children
were younger or older in age at the time of sefmaratr divorce'™® Regardless of the
amount of time that they had with their childreropto the divorce, these fathers
reported that by and large they felt things betwiemselves and their children during

those years, was good.

° For the purposes of this chapter, unless otherusse, the words “divorce and separation” will lsed
interchangeably.

9 There was some departure from this self repottethe of “strong established and secure connections”
with their kids before divorce for the two fathevho had infant or toddler children at the time fodit
separations.
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“Very close, very close. We did everything togetheand in the evenings just
having quiet time | would have at least one if tvad cuddled right with me on
the couch including my daughter. So we were virgecas a family with my
kids. | hardly went anywhere without one of thahteast.”

“I mean basically he came to me for just about @herg...... when he wanted

something, he came to me. He would talk to me &bchool and everything and

what was going on.”

It is interesting to note that most of the fathgase descriptions of their pre
divorce relationships with their children throughmare “traditionally masculine”
framework. Most of the fathers refer to their faihg and their relationships with their
children as being based around the themes of ctingewith their children through

activities, and in educating their children aboaliues, morals, behavior and conduct.

Activity-Oriented Fathering

Most of the fathers reported that a healthy partbtheir relationships with their
children and their work as fathers before (andrafte the next section will indicate) the
divorce, consisted of “doing” different kinds oftaies. These four fathers give
descriptions of the types of activities that thegused on with their children.

| was always there with my son with Boy Scouts1dA taught all three of
them how to play soccer, coached them all on teamassisted coach....but I've
taught them all how to play soccer.

Kinda reinact everything my father did with me wHemas a kid, piggyback
rides, rolling around, scaring them, chasing thr®am chasing me, playing
games, everything..

I've coached kindergarten, coached them in kindéegaall the way up about
fifth grade....... Probably if | missed a game it wa8%-of the games that |
missed and that might have been because | was athbr kid’s soccer
game....Did camp over with the Boy Scouts....go oubiée rides once in a
while...... trips and weekend things and stuff like thaénd fishing once in a
while...

I was always heavily involved in my kids, their 3o playing catch with them,
and always trying to you know be consistent as bestild as my Dad had been
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with me.....I enjoyed obviously all the Cub Scoutsdigthat.....It was about 8
to 9 years of Cub Scouts.....I took my kids....you krtbey knew how to hunt,

they knew camping and things like that a lot of dkdoors stuff, and the Cub

Scouts.

Education, Morals, Values, Conduct

These fathers also talked about collaborating thigr children in the
development of their academic and practical, skidised learning contexts of their lives.
These two fathers talked about a couple of the waatsthey contributed to their
children’s academic development:

Helping the kids with their homework. Even thoughasn't very good at
some of it....But the homework was one of the bastsp

And | used to give the kids a dollar for an A, ¥fiftents for B, C was even, D you
got to give me fifty cents, E you give me a budkuckles]....and if they made
Honor Roll I'd give them $5.00 on top of that.

Other types of fathering in this category includerenexperiential, hands on,
and aesthetic modes of educating children. Thasefathers talked about ways that
they have contributed to their children’s developtria non-traditional learning spheres,
spheres which are recognized and valued to diffelfegrees in different contexts.

| helped him a lot with things | know about. Youodw I've brought him in the

woodworking shop and we’ve made things togethe taught him how to use

the machines, most of them......

| used to sing to them and play music a lot.....théke to sing, they...play

instruments, they want to learn how to play insteais like their Dad. So you
know in that aspect....I'm trying to bring them uparcultural type of world.

He was all proud of his [Army] bunk all made and hoots polished and he was
proud to be in the Service and proud of what hedwe@sg, a lot of confidence
now and had done very well, had actually thrivethet environment which |
didn’t know what was going to happen. | realizeatta lot of things that I'd done
with him had prepared him for that so.

Other ways that these fathers report contributingpéir children’s development
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include moral, religious, conduct and values baskdation and guidance. These
fathers talk about ways that they have contribtwetiese aspects of their children’s
development:

But for me my rules and policies were simple imgmg them up....clean your

bedroom, put your dishes in the sink, try not t.kkena mess at the table, keep

your room neat, pick up after your mess and basésrand that was
it.....Discipline was timeout on the couches...l woagk them “OK, do you
know what you did wrong?....I want you to sit on tmeich and think about what

you did.”

| said “You can go to [local college] they've gopkn.....You can get your

degree, you can play football” “Or” | said, “Yoe’'going to need to get a

job....Or you need to go into the Service.”...He figalame around and realized

he needed to do one of those three things....Sd I pgevided consistency,
religious training. To try to get them througho® good citizens and have good
careers and become successful adults. And thatmyamal.

I think in the five years | had him | had the alilio at least instill some values in

him, you know?....I mean there’s a good side to him.
‘Mr. Mom”

More than one of the fathers referred to themtrehships with their children pre
divorce in the context of non gender-traditiondh&ing. Whereas most of the examples
given up to this point are simpatico with what weWw and assume about traditional
male child rearing roles (or at least are not alsodith these cultural images), this
category represents moments in the interview wtierge fathers self proclaimed
stepping away from more traditionally gender bgsaenting roles, and taking on
responsibilities which according to their own regaetations are more in the domain of
mothering than fathering. These two fathers spiactly to the “Mr. Mom” idea in

their descriptions of their early care-taking agitirchildren.

I love them unconditionally, | want them to knovath..I've always been there
for my sons, when my sons were little, like wheeytivere toddlers | was like the
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uh Mr. Mom, you know | basically stayed home antetdrained my kids. From
[that] time until they went to preschool, | remempatting them in their high
chair you know and spoon-feeding them, and you ktit@rGerber stuff and
everything. | remember doing all that shit hey.

We would cook together, we always cooked and babgether, my daughters
and I....When my wife was off maternity leave...| diekeything, | played Mr.
Mom, everything.

These fathers speak to some of the complexity itd charing that does not often

feature in traditionally represented images of noergf fathering. In doing so, they

acknowledge some of the struggles that they enecemhin the process of making room

for their children’s development through these motsién their lives. These three

fathers reflected back on some of the challengiages they faced in their development

as parents:

My first marriage, was | as good a dad...? No, | beal that...it took me all
those years to learn. It's not like it comes vdthook of instructions. My parents
taught me no coping skills.

| had to call [spouse] a lot at work to ask herggiems about my son, like you
know how much he needs to be fed, you know, bedtimyeng, what exactly he
needs you know. It was like sometimes he’d stgrhg and | wouldn’t know
what to do because of the fact that | wasn't aroemoligh to know what he
needed...... It was kind of hard at first but after al@aouple of months | started
getting down a routine that | understood when hezled to be fed, diaper
changing, watch him run around in his walker, slik# that......

Listening. | mean that was one thing where | havaedmit | was really lax at,
probably. Looking back over time | can rememberkiayg coming up to me
every once in a while and saying “Dad let’s go g#all.” Or maybe that falls
into listening. Or, “Can you help me do this oatth “Oh, | really didn’t want to
do that today.” But made them do it anyways. $mreally listening to them
back then, you know?

This father gives a rich description of converdebling more relaxed and more

confident based on his experience with his prididoén:

So in your mid 30’s you're like “Oh, wow this isitts my last most likely my last
son, my last child.” And you appreciate it. Anoljre much more experienced
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and much more relaxed when they do get fevers tafidige that. Although he
was born with severe colic or something, an unégetbped stomach and he was
on two different meds for six months, constantlpting up. So everything had
to stop for like 6 months. I'd come home evernyhmighat's when | bonded with
him actually, | stopped all hobbies, meetings amgh was doing when | came
home to relieve my wife and take care of him. disva half a bottle in, and a half
a bottle out, and he was in a lot of pain fromdhl reflux, he was on....some
other kind of medication that they put adults @ut after 6 months it went away,
so I'm very close to my youngest son and his pekiynris a little

different....... he’s a very spiritual little kid.

Throughout these descriptions of fathering ingheedivorce context, these men
talked about their connections with their kids, #melways that they felt they were able
to contribute to their children’s development. Bome of these fathers, the themes they
experienced in their pre-divorce relationships withir children carry on in the post
divorce context. However, most if not all of tlaHfers interviewed for this study agree
that their relationships with their children havenged following the separation and
divorce. Some of these changes are illustratéaeariollowing section.

Post-Divorce Fathering

The fathering that these men describe in the giustce context in significant
ways resembles their accounts of fathering prerda/o There are some reports of
changes in their approach or parenting style, anderns due to time constraints with
their kids, but in many instances it appears they eire continuing to focus on what they
did before, with many of the similar themes notethie above section. Activity-oriented
fathering, education, and instilling morals, valumsd conduct continue to be salient
themes for these fathers following divorce. Howeas we will begin to see, other
themes also begin to weave their way into the gemaiperience of these fathers’ efforts

to parent their kids following divorce.
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These fathers report being involved in fatherstdagtork due to changes in their
relationships with their children post divorce. €El changes appear to interweave with
these fathers’ accounts of their relationship ligir former spouses in particular. One
of the most significant areas that shows up irrthecounts of post divorce fathering, is
the reported concerns of their growing more diskah their children (either in the
present tense, or in the imagined future tensepgaeifically to the influence of their ex-
spouses, and their ex-spouses’ families. We wdlklat this aspect of their reporting as
part of the overall picture of post divorce fatheyri

Activity-Oriented Fathering

As mentioned above, many of the fathers continueport that given the amount
of time that they have with their children, theytioue to work toward doing activities
which can provide a sense of continuity for thelationships with their kids, or a sense
of connection with them in their post divorce liveSne father talked about maintaining
the continuity of his activities with his childr&s an important ingredient in attempting
to minimize the disruption of the separation angdie in his relationships with his kids.

People that knew me before we were separated, neecgastantly together as a

family....We went everywhere together, did everythiogether, I'm just trying

to keep that going now with them on my weekend®’r&\constantly on the go,

constantly. From horseback riding to roller-skgtito bowling to hiking, to

camping. You name it, every weekend is plannegaoetty much with what
we’re going to do.....l love to go places with thetil and support them for
soccer games and stuff...... or basketball games. \Wasport they're in I've
always been supportive of them, so.

Another father talked about the value of doingipatar activities and seeing

people who the kids are familiar with, as ways aimtaining continuity in his children’s

lives, and in an effort to support his kids’ naturéerests.
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| take them down to the gymnastic place so theyrgararound ‘cause they love
gymnastics, you know, make sure they like seeirg td friends, they really
miss them....my daughters like camping in the sumgwer know, and I'm not a
camper but | learned how ‘cause they like it, yoow and they just want you |
feel to give something of yourself, you know? Andad to them all the time, we
do everything together.....they help me clean thesbpwe do laundry together,
we cook, you know, I'm teaching them how to measuné all this stuff, you
know what | mean?....I run all over the place with kigs, | take them to [local
child activity center], I'm crawling through theltes with them, | can’t get
through as fast as them though! [laughs]

A third father talks about his mutual interest &athby in go-cart racing with his
son, which they shared for many years.

When he wasn't visiting his mother every other weed were racing, you know

going to NY or NH or here in this state or dowr(Q to go go-cart racing, so it

was definitely you know it was “guys day.”

Education, Values, Morals, Conduct

Educating their kids continues to be a salientnén these fathers’ reports of
their post divorce fathering. They describe défgrways that they express their interest
in and commitment to their children’s educatiorhe$e accounts range from hands-on to
pedagogical teaching, and include education irbtbhadest sense; academics, concrete
life skills education, and values, morals and relig education. The following two
fathers talked about their emphasis on the impoetaf reading in their children’s lives.

Sitting and reading them a bedtime story. Teachggoungest son, that's what

I’'m doing now. He’s really learning to read goaaiin He’ll pick up a book and

instead of me reading, | used to read it to hintreltime, now it’s like “Read me

the first page.” You know, and he’ll read. Whendets stuck, he sounds it out.

| try to help him sound it out. I'll put my fingever sections of the word to have

him sound it out.

| would probably say.....education, because | brivegrt to book stores you

know, [local bookstore] to read and I've got bobklses like this [gestures with
hands], full of books you know dictionaries, enopedias everything.
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Another father reports that his motivation to realved in his kids’ schooling
has recently increased, following his attendingdas rights group meetings.

In fact it was just recently after going to a megthere and talking to a few other
guys that | finally went over to the principal afett him out to see what was
going on between me and the kids at school....... amdlimo getting paperwork
in the mail, they’re sending me the report cards$ lan trying to be more
involved in their schooling.

Yet another father talks about teaching his todsiber more “general things” in
terms of age appropriate developmental tasks.

| try to do the best | can with him as far as téaglnim things and showing him

what things are, trying to teach him different weotd say....because he’s still

kind of young you know, he’s still trying to gradpe concept of everything.

Many of the fathers interviewed talked about tleintinued investment in
teaching their children how to be “good people” &ogv to have particular sets of values

and morals in the world.

I hope that’s what they're getting from me is sarase of value and the proper
way. I'm concerned about it.

| try to teach him the basics, and to be a goodqgrer Not to make fun of other
people just because they're different from you.t tédoe racist. You know |
mean just to be a good person not to lie, stealedn | was brought up with most
of that.

Rules, well | was raised old fashioned, but withopen mind. Manners is a big
thing, acting appropriately when its.....But mannaris a very big thing with
me. How he treats others, other children and $ikefthat, that's another big
thing.

One father talked about viewing himself as a rotelet in helping his children
develop a work ethic in their own lives.

They definitely see somebody [in me] that's ambisioyou know I've worked

hard, but | do, my whole thing is to keep gettihgad, | mean you can't take a

“sit back and let the world give it to me” attitydeecause it's not going to
happen, you know if you want to obtain things fe lfou’ve got to work for it. |
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in life.

got that from my dad, and | hope to be able to gasisonto my kids. | think it's
a good thing, | think a lot of people are failimgdass that onto their kids.

Another father talked about teaching his kidsuthleie of persistence and tenacity

[In real estate] if you knocked on 100 doors, 8rdamould listen to you, 4 would
invite you back a second time, 2 of them wouldt@you in for coffee and 1
would sign. So, if you knock on 1 door, it maydalou 99 doors to get to the last
one, but if you did 200, then you've got 2 signagur| try to tell them “Just be
persistent” just to “Keep going”....whatever you wgat just keep being
persistent and go for it.

Most of the fathers mentioned continued effortage discipline in their kids’

lives, as a component of helping their childrenedep needed life skills and

perspectives. This father talks about using agpredl activity in his son’s life (racing) as

a contingency for doing well in school.

If he didn’t keep his grades up he would lose ad@ng.....racing was something
he wanted to do but it was a reward, he would beurged for keeping his school
grades up, he would not be rewarded for lettingitb&p, and not being rewarded
meant the racing stopped.

These three fathers talk about different formsasfsequences, (both negative and

positive consequences), in teaching their childliéerent behaviors:

| punish him for mouthing off to me, mouthing off iy wife, different things. |
mean if he steals if he takes something | meantak&n money off my dresser.
You know, I've caught him and I've punished him for Take away TV for a
week, Nintendo game, you know, ground him to thesko

But I'd have to say like OK set up a program....starhappy face, frown face,
blah blah blah, for days he’s good. Make it likengthing he has to work for.
And not, don’t have him get to where he should ekpaeward all the time,
but....And timeouts, “OK, alright, that's 1” He’lldep carrying on, “That’s 2.”
And he’ll know by the time, if | have to go to 3[Hat’s 3, take 5.” Room —
cleaning the room and stuff like that....that wouéddart of the happy smile face
program and all of that.
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I've never hit my [kids], they get time outs, thgst a minute for each year in age

that’'s how we do it, and after that then it's tdke something away from them

that they like

Another father talked about changing his thinkibguat his approach to discipline
based on his concerns for his connection with fus.k

| find myself lax more than | should be, again hegal don’t spend that much

time with the kids and | don’t want to make a pnisut of my house when they

come over, in fear that they may not want to comekb

While these fathers continue to report engaging wieir children as parents in
these domains, they also report that post divatiesfing brings changes to their
relationships with their kids, and in their thinginbout and reflecting on their approach

as parents more generally.

Post Divorce Shifts in Fathering Identity and Rielaships with Kids

These fathers talked about shifting identities] elmanges in their relationships
with their kids in the post divorce context in selavays. Some of them became more
self-reflective following the divorce. This fathelked about becoming more aware of
the importance of listening and paying attentiohigkids. He also talked about his time
with them becoming more sacrosanct, and a willisgrie set limits on his work life in
order to be able to spend time with his children.

| wasn't really listening to them back then, yoww? And | find myself doing
that more now. I'm getting better at it, but I'tillsnot really to where | want to
be. So, | have to say listening and being undedatg more. I've had to learn
that too because before it was they were alwaysnalcso if | couldn’t be with
them on a Saturday because of work...or somethingkgow it was not a big
deal before to not being with them that day. | trenext day or any weeknight
with them, and now it's my time with the kids isistly that, | make sure it's that
way and [my work] knows it too, the [supervisoriokws, | won't be responding
to calls if the kids are around. So I'm startinggarn, I’'m getting better with
that.....Because before, the time we had togethegves but it wasn’t 100%
you know because of the work and doing thingswBen I'm with them, I'm
strictly with them now.
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Another father talked about his role changing Iatrenship to his daughter since his
divorce.

| think it's somewhat softened me up a little kéchuse | told my daughter she

couldn’t get her ears pierced until she was 16t tBen when we got divorced, a

couple of reasons why | went and got her ears @iefar two reasons, | knew one

that once they were done, they were done...... | figtinatl ] would go down with
my daughter to get them pierced because | wasrtbeéhat wouldn't let her get
her ears pierced, this way she’d say, “Daddy brooghto get the ears pierced.”

And | brought her out to get her fingernails dooe. t| was the first one to bring

her to get her nails done.

Elements of this father’s account begin to hirthatdegree of conflict that these
fathers feel in relation to their ex-spouses. Agdiis assumed that these fathers would
not be connected with the father’s rights movenueiéss they had experienced high
conflict divorces (Johnston & Campbell, 1988). ®owhthe conflict spills over into their
relationships with their children following divorc®ne father reported concerns about
“lack of communication” between he and his ex rdgay their daughter’'s medical
situation.

| was never told that she was on Ritalin, so mygtiéer's coming over and really

| think she was on it for two months....and the peobll had was my daughter

was going over my house, at the time she was HOwsls taking medicine
without my knowledge.....Now | don’t know what reaetgh Ritalin, if anything
reacts with Ritalin. But it's the point that, whait was a different drug or any
drug and she gets hurt and | bring her to the talspnd they ask me if she’s on
medication and | say “No, she’s not,” not knowing?

While these fathers continued to report engagiravariety of fathering
activities with their children, they also acknowged that post divorce fathering has
become more complicated in both emotional and fiegilsways. A number of them

talked about time constraints and how these affieitteir perspective on fathering with

their children. These two fathers talked aboutst@nts on their relationships with their
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young children, and spoke to some of the diffi@sltof having lost regular contact with
their children at an early age, in an earlier stafgbeir development as fathers.

And now | get 2 hours of visitation and it's likethe Visitation Center | have to
ask permission to bring my son, my clothes, a carteetake pictures of him, any
of my family members....I pretty much have to asknussion for anything to
bring my son...basically [I] get to see him 48 houara year which doesn't give
me much time to really get to know him, other thadren | see him.....I don'’t
know him. That's the main problem, | don’t knowrhreally.

I’'m not there much, I’'m not allowed to be there immucan’t take him and go do
things, take him to the zoo or whatever. Alsoidifit, in the situation that I'm in
it’s difficult to be a father period. I'm a visitowith a checkbook. Period. It's
hard to get anything down with my son. | meanhisd to know what he likes
and dislikes because I'm not there you know?...l haugeen able to be a father
and do anything because | haven’t had the chance.

This father talked about constraints in his relatltps with his kids, based on
lack of time in connection with them.....
If I could get a good 50% of time with my kids, & find a lot of ways to
improve myself with my kids as a father, but agamworking with 2-4 hours a
week and that ain’t much time to be a father angrtwe yourself to them and
show them all the things you learned and all theghyou want them to learn,
that’s just no time.....It's slow getting involvedsivery slow especially again
with the 2 hours, 4 hours here and there.
...And about some of the ways that changes in hatiogiships with
his kids has affected him personally, and how hpesavith these difficult feelings when
he spends time with them.
I’'m not what | used to be as much, but when I’'mhwiitem | bring my old self
back just for them because | don’t want them totseesadness...I feel and see.
So | kind of play the role again when they're witle and act out my old self how
| used to be, very cheerful, playful, openness.. yoa, know that's how | was, |
was a fun person to be with.....I think my kids viaénefit they will get their
Daddy’s good side out of him, until things smooth.o
This father illustrated some of the feelings oe§and loss that a number of these

men reported experiencing around the change in iblaitionships with their kids.
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Grief and Loss

A significant number of the fathers in this studported and or expressed
feelings of grief and loss, whether it be overtipaist, current, or imagined future
relationships with their children. This would appéo fit with some of the literature
reviewed for this study (Kruk, 1992; Liazos, 199Fpr fathers whose children were
quite young at the time of separation or divorher¢ seems to be a particular loss
experienced in terms of their sense of themsels@sa@nnected and stable presence in
their children’s current lives.

But you know, that’s really hard, it really is, jusot being able to see your child
and stuff, that's what hurts most of all | think foost fathers, just trying to be a
part of your child’s life and not being able to bawnore time with that child
because they grow so fast....It's like my son, h&'saaly almost 2 and it's like |
hardly even know him and he’s growing up so fastat time you get it's a one
time deal and that’s it you know, once it's gort's, gone.

“When can we sleep over like we used to, when catiwe with you?” You
know | don’t know how to answer those questionsmeln who can give a little
kid like that an answer why Daddy’s not around aosefa....That they’re drifting
away from me....They used to always bring me stwifrfischool, drawn
pictures...or gifts...and they never do anymore.

This father also reflected on concerns about h@ndtbtance could be affecting
his children

When they used to draw, you could tell by theinvestk. They used to draw
things all the time on the driveway or on paper énebuld be a house with
Mommy, Daddy, [and both kids]. And then it becah@mmy over here, Daddy
over here, [and both kids] with Daddy and [bothski@ith Mommy by

themselves. And then that became just [the kidd]reow they don’t even do
things like that anymore. So I'm sure the kidsfeeding it. | mean | just was
sitting in the living room the other day, | put mgm down like this with my head
and my oldest interpreted it as | was sad or samgthe came up to me and gave
me a hug, you know?

Another father talked about the loss of connedititerms of being involved

with his children’s schooling, and developmentapst
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My involvement is very nil. | mean | don’t know Wwahey’re doing in school, |
can’'t go to parent teacher meetings, school plays know | missed my
daughter’s first day of school with her you knowyou know | feel [I] wasn't
there, her teeth coming out, you know losing hast footh and stuff like that you
know, that’s going to hurt. Our relationship sufeyou know, it went from all
this time to like none, you know?

And this father who echoed the sadness of missngldpmental tasks and
milestones in his child’s life

What concerns me is that, | mean I've already ndisdethe major, | should say
most of the major stuff that, you know like hissfisteps and stuff like that....l
can’'t be a proper father that | would like to Because you know that means
being in his life completely fully, you've lived ¢éine with him, you know you
played a part in raising him.....I mean he’s alrefady. Between baby
childhood, you know infant...and if you ask me fivesix years old, that’s the
most important time for bonding. | lost that.wihs stolen from me.

“It was stolen from me.” Resonant words which cectrio reported feelings by
many of these fathers that distance between thegessahd their children is due to the
influence of their ex-spouses and even their exses families.

I know they’re manipulating their minds over thetes three women they live

with. It's too obvious because they say and dieghithat make me think so. |

want the courts to understand that those kids eirgglalienated from me from

their father you know?

But now what concerns me is, is she saying thiadsm, is her mother saying
things to him about me? | have no clue. What dheethink about me?

| started to lose him, you could feel this distapoce know, because she kept
alienating. Every time I'd come up she’d say “Kimgs don’t want to see
you”...The alienation again that’s being perpetrdigadot only my wife but by
her family. | don’t see an end in sight and thatafraid that eventually that I'll

be cut off from my kids and not see them at alintwally, if it's allowed to
continue.

This father seems to shift in his narrative froneigover losing contact with his
kids, to fear of what the future holds, to angevaad his ex spouse, to a more formal

position. The simple statement, “if it's allowexldontinue” is very powerful, for it
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begins to point toward some of the discourse ofdh®ers rights movement. It seems
that it's not a long jump from grief and the feditasing connection to a position
statement regarding the father child relationship.

| haven't been able to be a dad. She took that@Bah right to me away.

You know, you're putting a wedge....you’re wedginghetween something you
shouldn’t be wedging between.

It is important to note that not all of these &threported feeling more distant
from their children post divorce. Even those fashgho reported feeling grief over loss
of connection with their kids nonetheless also regabfeeling connected to them at
times, which suggests that it's not an “all or mogfi experience for these fathers.

My relationship though when we’re together is goad.think our relationship is
good, for the very short time I've got to spendhaiim.

A few fathers described feeling that their conractvith their kids is actually
closer following the divorce.

Oh we have a great time. | mean, we get along goeaknow we do all kinds of
things together....Actually right now | think we’réser than ever. Really, |
think this whole thing has brought us really close.

I would never admit this to my ex-wife, but | thitilke become closer to my
daughter because of the split up....and probably sdmaeto my son too, because
you get to spend more time by yourself togethdesxs$ of having somebody else
there.

Another father described how focusing on his sdoady helps him through
difficult times in his everyday life.

I think of him and his future and what that’s goiog....you know how that

works, you know if it wasn’t for him | mean who ks where | would be or you

know it’s just every time | start thinking downHimk of him and it kind of brings

me back up again because | know that | have toylbest to make sure that he is
provided for and taken care of.
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And another father talked about feeling similalstained in his relationship with

his children.

What do | enjoy most? Just being with my daughiedoesn’t matter we could
be sitting down watching a Scooby Doo video, | ddu reading a book to
them....It could be going for a walk could be goindtie playground.....we’ll go
dig in the dirt if we have to.....they just want ytul feel to give something of
yourself, you know?

Hopes and Fears

Finally, in looking at the issues facing thesééas’ experiences of their

relationships with their children post divorce, tbgue of hopes and fears was raised.

Some of these fathers expressed both hope andrfaarnd their children’s futures, such

as success in school.

I’'m concerned about his schoolwork and stuff likett | just got his reports and
he got an F, he’s failing Social Studies. He gatdr his homework marks
which basically my son never got a D in his lifdiltinis whole thing, his grades
are going downbhill.

| don’t want to see him, just like really screwhip life you know?...he’s a smart
kid, he’s good with his hands...So he could reallysdmething positive with his
life....you know we talked about him going on, theyally have colleges...I
mean there’s schools to go to. And this is somethie talked about. Right now,
academically he’s going to be lucky to finish hisshman year at this
point....he’s stagnant...it's a shame.

A number of fathers in this study reported feelingsope and fear around their

relationships with their children, in terms of amoof time spent and quality of

connection.

Our closeness. | just want to get back, you knkevllsaid...l just want to stay
tight knit with them and be a friend and a fatleetitem, be their big buddy, you
know?

Whether they’re going to want to spend more timiawne or not is a big concern
because of the separation...your quality years votir kids are up until they
start getting around the teenage years. | thinkkomgern would be that if | don’t
get these quality years in quick I’'m going to lesket.
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Considering that...l don’t see them as much, [’maayned] that | lose them...I
think that’s the most concern is just that whery et older, don’t see them as
much, and then missed a lot of years now.

Other fathers expressed concern for the emotigifedts of the divorce on their
children.

The kids are going to be damaged and scarred fréonlife. And that's what

eats me up because you know | would have been t@¢edsf my parents had

gotten or been divorced, and so | can’t imaginetwiteadoing to my kids. But
they're resilient so maybe they’ll be alright.

So [my daughter] knows the truth, I think at tinlegrowing up too fast, she

needs to be a kid, she need not worry about adudtt®ns, you know what |

mean, that's not good, that’s going to affect hénink as she gets older, she’s
going to end up with some real misconceptions akelationships, you know,
that’'s what I'm afraid of, | really am, that's arazern.

Throughout these fathers’ accounts of post divéat®ering, there seems to be
rich threads in each of the areas described abbhese fathers each gave richly
described accounts of their dilemmas and concertedking about their relationships
with their children in the post divorce contextle&rly there are several important and
intersecting themes in these illustrations of therounts.

Further complicating these particular divorced éashexperiences is the issue of
accusations of domestic violence and child ab¥ge.now turn to some of their
descriptions of these aspects of their lives amqe&nces in the post divorce fathering

context.

Responses to Accusations of Domestic Violence drildl @buse

A number of factors entered into these fathersbants of their experiences of
accusations of domestic violence and child abésenoted above, a criteria for

participation in this study was that fathers hatidwe either accusations of domestic
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violence or child abuse filed against them at spwiat prior to or following their
separations or divorces.

“Unjust and Unfair”

All but one of the fathers reported feeling thag #legations lodged against them
were false, and that the allegations were “unfad anjust.”

When | was handed the restraining order and saw s¥teahad claimed against
me | was in disbelief....I even asked the policeceffs that handed me the
restraining order. | said, “How can someone acsoseeone of this without
proof?”....Yeah, when | had the paper sent to méénnail from the DSS office
saying that they found allegations of neglect amgsal abuse against me for
my..kids. | was like, | couldn’t believe it. Agmilike the restraining order, how
can somebody accuse this when there is no evidence?

You know when [anyone] can just drop a dime onifffmarents
because...parents ground them and [they] make up stumng and the next thing
you’re guilty until proven innocent.

I was shocked | mean kind of humiliated you kndvattshe would do something
like that to me after [so many] years. | meamd ko leave my own home you
know, | had to leave my [child, who] was devastatethean she really did, she
tore [my child’s] heart out you know, | mean me &my child] were so close that
[child] didn’t understand what was going on andlpjrknew it was false
accusations.

If I physically hit you, or hit a kid, that's asdaand battery. File charges on me,
file charges on me. Let’s see the pictures, s the doctor’s reports....Kids are
impressionable, you can get a kid to say almodihamy if he hears it enough
times, anybody actually. | think it was blown @dtproportion.

| feel that she should be in jail for perjury agoh, or something....to get hit
with that was totally, again a total blind[side]and the implications of it were
pretty horrendous. Yes, | thought it was totadlis€, bogus, and a bunch of
lies...I've never been in any kind of trouble. Aflamsudden I felt like The
Fugitive....the fear of going to jail if | even hiqooed the wrong way.

I've had seven of them against me. Seven. Anglever done a thing, you
know....One person, she’s wrecked my life, now | havecord....I'm made to
look like the bad guy [laughs]. There’s nothingah do about it...I can't
disprove it....Abuse was never an issue. Contralpjesy, stuff like that you
know but never, um abuse, never.
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The accusations are totally bogus, they were qiatly fabricated lies....she
knows how to play the game, and like | said thisetishe even put my kids on it,
because she knew my [child] was home at the tindetlagre was nothing that
freaking happened, there was nothing that freakapgpened

[I was] Extremely ticked off. Number one, | thowgtrwas a ploy to play things
out....absolutely unjust and unfair and matter of fabink she should be getting
slammed for making false accusations! People tebd held accountable for it,
that damages peoplel!...... [Regarding the accusationkilf abuse, | was]
Appalled. [ felt like | wanted to take her, | nevet a woman in my life, | felt

like wanting to pay somebody to beat her ass....S¢abase]. You know |
mean....Lies, bullshit lies. | mean, how else ane yopposed to feel? That shit’s
damaging, that’s fucking, that can push people dweredge....It can ruin
somebody’s life.

One father reported that he felt that his ex waght” in filing the restraining
order.

Well my experiences and my thoughts.....were thatgeright and | was

wrong. You know when someone takes a restrainidgraagainst someone it's
for a purpose, and a reason. And, she had a rests®mad a purpose. | did what
I did and | was sorry for it, but | couldn’t takebiack. And she was afraid and |
don’t blame any woman or man who is verbally orgatglly pushed around or
abused...If | knew about restraining orders | woldgtdntaken one out on my
parents but | didn’t know about it.

Many of the fathers interviewed reported that tfedtythe allegations of domestic
violence or child abuse were used by their ex’a @y of gaining “the upper hand” in
potential custody disputes. A number reportedttiey believed their ex had fabricated
the accusations in order to increase the chanaogaimhg sole custody of their children
following the separation and / or divorce.

| think it was because she was you know just utiigyas a tool to regain custody
and it was part of her...grand scheme of getting théxck.

I mean her lawyer, the judge, everybody agreedndreh we went back into
court for me to go home, she used it against nsayd was stalking her....I mean
basically this is all over child custody...| meandthccusations are] basically a
ploy to get custody of my son....she knows...the ordy whe’s going to get
custody is to somehow prove that I'm an abuser. otilg way she can get
custody is to have me thrown in jail
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Her lawyer came forward in front of the Judge shat | was abusing my [kids].
That's why she wanted to get sole custody, whick avalatant lie.

She told me with her own mouth afterwards her lavgtel her to put the
restraining order, because she knew that the Higgétte was going to be the
custody of those kids

Basically she did gain power and control of thaatibn. That’s pretty much how
that worked out. Like | said, | pay to see my safhat’s just outright trying to
gain power of control because you're using thedchd a tool to get back at the
father or mother.

| felt that the restraining order was used so tkaiuld sign the divorce papers
and give my wife you know whatever she wanted, ks basically being held
with this over my head....So it was used as a tootyrmind. | know it was.
Another recurrent theme in these fathers’ accooftise accusations against
them, was the idea that “getting a restraining oiglguite easy and commonplace for
women.”
| just couldn’t believe that it was so easy for gome to walk in and say, “I
feared for my life.” That's all you need to sayeawoman, “I feared for my life.”
And boom, the restraining order was placed.
Yeah, all she had to do was walk into court andhel judge that she was afraid
of me. And basically that’s all it took. | meate doesn’t have to prove
anything....it seems like they can get a restraioiragr at the drop of a hat they
just go in and say what they want and they issamth

All these women these days have to do is say, “Boal’ we're thrown in jail,
restraining orders are given out like candy.

No proof, | mean, that somebody has no historyi@ewnce or anything like
that...all the woman has to do, “I'm in fear.” Yoe’'done.

One father reported that one of the responsesdé&hawing the allegations was
to obtain a pistol permit.

This time here...I felt far more violated...| felt veviolated, they came and took

my firearms, you know | didn’t threaten anybody. teathe guns were

confiscated, | was lax that | didn’t have a curreld....they changed the laws in
'98, | wasn’t even aware of it....so to get them baokv they would have to get
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permitted. And | went and | got permitted, and tamd got a pistol permit. Not
because | have any intention of doing anything.udss in my own mind |
wanted to prove to myself that, “Hey you know I'mtra bad guy.” And | was
issued a pistol permit.....one for all lawful purpeseéhich is the toughest one to
get.
It is important to note that the large majorityfathers reported feeling or
thinking similarly about the issue of accusatio@nly an extremely small minority
expressed alternate views regarding the restraonagrs. One such father reported that
in his estimation, more instances of actual abuvséappening than are accounted for by
most men who refute these accusations.
| personally believe that every guy that comes &dwand denies that he was
abusive towards his wife and that’s the reason stteypulled out an order or is
filing for divorce or whatever...I feel that a goodrpentage, a high percentage,

and I'm taking a ball park figure out of my headgybe 85-90% are guilty. Clear
and simple, because I've seen it so many otherstime

“The System.”

By and large, these fathers’ reports of their elgmees of allegations of
violence and abuse, in many instances blended ssalyinto their reports of feeling
that the “court system is gender biased.”

The most difficult thing | seemed to come acroghéscourt systems because |

tell you, they're totally anti-man....It seems likeeeybody in the system, the

Judge, everybody is just against you and you gptdwe yourself worthy all over

again, you know, it’s like, especially with my ajkgions there’s no proof

there...you don't realize how hard it is to provestonebody that I'm not abusing
my kids when you’re not.

This father’s description of “the system” and report of feeling that the system
is biased against him resonates with many of ttheefa’ reports of their experiences
around the interface of child custody, the courés the amount of contact they are

allowed to have with their children post divorca)d the allegations of domestic

violence or child abuse. A number of fathers referling that they experienced bias
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both in the court system and in interactions witieo parts of “the system” such as child
protective services (DSS).

Well you can parallel the treatment you receivednfthe courts, you know how
you’re perceived by the courts, and DOR, DSS. fiémtment’s pretty equal,

equally crappy.

Ah, see that’s a tough call because if you're chdngith physical abuse, the DSS
comes in, and who makes them be judge, jury andugamer? Who lets one
person interview everybody, do the investigatioriterthe charges, write
everything up, and find you guilty?

A couple of fathers expressed outright rage regarthieir experience in the
courts, particularly around the allegations of dstiteviolence or child abuse.

I'll tell you a restraining order is the most crdetm of punishment there is. It's
incredible how cruel restraining orders are, licelto see the freaking judge who
doles them out, I'd like to see that bitch havé&éaking live for a week under a
fucking restraining order where she couldn’t seechéddren and she was thrown
out of the fucking house on the street and hatvédlike a freaking peasant, and
that would put a whole new fucking realm of reaiitythose fucking assholes’
eyes and they wouldn’t be doling these things owasy! It's just incredible, |
mean they don’t understand the restraining ordgrsispart of the scheme....it's
just a fucking part of a conspiracy man, and I'm ¢ime who'’s got to be, I'm the
fucking victim! | am the fucking victim....I can jupicture the misery, and the
loneliness, the anxiety that comes from being sgpdrfrom your children by a
freaking, a stupid assed fucking biased judiciatay, that says they don’'t even
take fathers into consideration and they automitiasvard fucking custody to
the fucking slut........ I've just lost all faith in tHacking United States
government, the fucking state of Massachusetts..e@aua get caught up in that
restraining order shit man the only thing that gan do short of fucking killing
yourself is to leave the fucking state, just getfilck out.

| kind of knew anyway that our whole legal systeeeds an overhaul. It's got
too many loopholes, too many...... What changed meisldmt I've seen how
corrupt the system is. | mean ever since | joitteedgroup. And it's not just
hearsay, we can prove everything...l get angry asyseem and somehow | get
too angry at the system. | see people getting\vsxtavhen there’s no reason why
they should be...I mean look at all these other cadese people go off the deep
end and snap and either they kill themselves orjtrst kill a bunch of other
people, they snap....What brought them to that stnat They don’t correct [the
system] before it happens, they correct it aftedsarThey wait until something
extremely drastic happens
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One father reported that he believes that the ®ystem is biased due to it's need
to continue to provide jobs to its employees.

Nobody asks you, just arrests, and the reasomigtiey grant money from the
Federal Government for every arrest on domestience they make, so it’s just
the statistics....To me it keeps them all employedardthere, the whole system,
as long as they keep us fighting, they're all empptbdown there, it's a nice
cushy job....

And that the issue of fathers rights is mirrored'dproader loss of rights within

our society.”

| see that so many rights that all of us as peapgdosing, are being controlled.
We’'re under martial law, it's like we’ve lost evéimng. George Washington and
Jefferson they’re going to roll over in their gravdnd now you have the fathers
coming and just beating them, you know just beatiege guys down.

Another father talked about feeling that the ceystem took away his
fatherhood.

| was a father to these kids and...I had a respditgitm them. And then just
being ripped out of that against my wishes, agamswill, not only by my wife
but by the court system. And suddenly being cadlédon-custodial” whatever
they call it, and not being allowed to be with itwe with my kids other than the
amount of time that the courts say.

Several fathers spoke directly to the issue of imgrtb effect change in the legal
system, either through advocating for their owrecas through broader socio-political
change.

It's important to defend the Constitution of theitdd States and you're
supporting by exercising your amendments, exeigigaur rights. That's how
you support the Constitution, by defending it. &wefing it | do. Politically |
think this is a very big key for us, because yougetto fight fire with fire. And
the feminist groups — not all women, don’t get nrerg, I’'m definitely, I'm all
for women’s rights. | mean everybody should bated equal, period, OK? But
some things are taken too far.

And | will tear this DSS, because | go pro se rgpresented myself, I've cross-

examined my ex-wife, I've cross examined her hudbanonderstand the system,
depositions, discovery, the motions, how it's ait tp be done.
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And | plan on devoting the rest of my life to chamgp[the system]. So that when
a father ends up in a divorce, especially agaiissbivn wishes that he be allowed
to see his children. And that the parent relatigmaot be destroyed, and that the
courts support it. [In my life] that gives me 4€ays to change this , and that’s
my resolve. That's how affected I've been by #msl the [fathers’ rights
movement] needs a war chest, they need a lot oéyadhey need marketing,
they need management....You know because if you @06 divorced fathers,
and they’re out there, over the last 10 years,lbhge been you know screwed
over by the system the same way | have, and woiggau. had 50,000 people
and a [movement] with a five or ten million war shepoliticians are going to
start listening. And that's when you're going esome real change. And it's
going to take a few years to do it, but I've gotngoplans.

The themes of creating change from the persortaktpolitical level run
throughout the discourse of the fathers’ rights emegnt (Coltrane & Hickman, 1992),
and play a role in the fathers rights groups agdraly these participants. These themes
featured strongly in meetings of this fathers’ tgggroup, and were interspersed with
legal and moral, emotional support offered by thaug to its participants.

Fathers’ Rights Group As Source of Advice and Suppo

As noted earlier in this study, part of the samiplzruitment for this project
entailed attending several fathers rights grouptimg® over the course of approximately
one month in the early spring of 2002. During tho®eetings, advice was given to
fathers regarding how to address their particutaagons. The following advice is

paraphrased from field notes taken during meetings.

1. Go to the court where the restraining order fiked and look up the docket, to
see if the restraining order(s) are still activenot. If they are, then you won't bg
able to get custody of your child. You need toatadhe restraining order befor¢
you have a chance to get custody of your child.

2. Know your local lawyers. Some are sympathetithe interests of fathers, some
are "known” by the group to be either biased addatbers (such as “feminist”
lawyers) or are deemed to be incompetent to asglsthe rights of fathers.
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3. Temporary custody orders are to be regardeérasgment until they are changefl.
You should request shared parenting from the obeseduse once the temporar
order is in her favor, you will have a harder titaming the tide in your favor
later on, the longer it goes, the harder it gets.

4. You need to prove that she is engaging in “alofiskee system.” If she files
multiple restraining orders (against you or anyelse) then you can pull this
information up and use it against her in the cotarfsrove abuse of the system.

5. All you have to do is be placed in fear of ybfe to have a restraining order file
against you.

6. Read copies of the restraining order to seaffielavit and find weak aspects in

her story — compare these with the police reportst discrepancies and

weaken her story.

Get a Guardian Ad Litem.

Get a hold of criminal records of her currengfiends in order to build a case

regarding what influences are in your kids’ livéSet a copy of the restraining

orders on her boyfriends.

9. You must prove that she’s an unfit mom or yoll ge the custody fight.

10. Keep a diary or a log of all events especiathgn you are with your kids.

11. You can file judicial misconduct with the Basgociation with lawyers who show
bias against you.

12. Get a mental health professional, a Guardiahif&in, or an attorney to
document that your child wants to be with his /fa¢ier (for older children).

13. Get names of people in the court system, wberaye being interviewed by themn
or come into contact with them.

14. When you have joint physical custody the chu@port guidelines don’t apply.

15. Keep the property settlement separate frona chipport settlements because
child support settlements can be renegotiatedyatiae....a 20% or greater
change in economic circumstance (for you or yodmeakes it eligible to
renegotiate the child support order.

16. Avoid having your wages garnished by the D®Ry directly and it won’t
appear on your credit report. You don’t have tovggges garnished unless you
violate the child support order. Pay with a castieheck or money order in
order to make a record of the payments. You vaiyl phild support until your
child is 23 if s/he is in college through that time

e

© N

This “public” advice (given to anyone who attenks tveekly group meetings)
seemed to correspond largely with advice repornyeitbhers interviewed for the project.

Make sure you have documentation of what goesaunkyow if something
happens....write down what you argued about, whewengre....where the
couch was, where you were standing to the coual,dhmse were you to her and
vice versa.....And make sure everything is documentadke sure whatever you
do with the kids is written down, get a log whateyeu do on that weekend with
them write down everything that you’'ve done....if thés say “No” they don’t
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want to do something, don'’t force them to do itssthat can come back and bit
you in the butt for neglect that you forced thenddosomething they didn’t really
want to do.

Signing a temporary order giving her custody wasstake, | should have said
“No” and done shared parenting...I [didn’t] know aball these things, | do now
having joined this group, so | would have neveeadrto it, | would not have
agreed to that.....[Regarding the restraining orgeu]ve got to get that 209
vacated...look at what's written in the affidavit....&Amost of the time the
affidavit against a police report has a lot of eliéinces in them.....they need to
look at the police report you know, what was hateshents then? They need to
look at the affidavit, what are her statements wétanfilled that thing out? Are
they the same? Did she start to really expandhemfthe more she wrote the
more of a monster you were?

Get a good lawyer [chuckles], a real good lawyB€ecause physical abuse you
can dispute, mental abuse you can’t and they kihowtry to get that no abuse
order off before | go for custody. Because theg samehow, she’s going to use
that against me.

[O]nce you go through something like this, you htvstay on top of the appeals,
motions, modifications everything you've got toysten top of them or you're
going to get buried and that's what happened to hne so buried that | don’t
know whether to go right or left out of my drivewafen | pull out in the
morning.....In my opinion if you can handle your cgeerself, if you know what
you’re talking about, do it yourself pro se becaitisehe best way to go.

I've learned that you need to dispute [the resimgiorder] as soon as possible,
get back into court and there’s a way to disputelididn’t know that, | would
have tried to clear it....There’s a way to beaflihere’s a couple of guys in the
groups that have went and fought it and won...haghitoved....You have to go
into court right away with an affidavit to beat it.

Other advice reported by these fathers duringvreess included the following:

Jury it up, get to a jury. If it's not true, | nred the allegations are false, go right
to the jury. Get all the way, no matter what istcgust go all the way to the
jury....Because at that point there when the triahes out, you can bring all the
motives out...mine [ex spouse] had serious motive.eamlies....the amazing
part is that | can’t believe that the judges deay anything about the lies.

I would recommend that you file a [restraining ardgainst your ex] if you're
going into this right away, if you think that shegjeing to do it. It's a legal
maneuver. To strike, you have to....the attornegsthis term, “Strike first”
they're always saying, “Strike first.”
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Many if not most of the fathers reported that thedyysupported in and by the
fathers rights group. Many of them reported trehd in the group was a normalizing
experience in the sense of hearing other men taldoout similar experiences, and going
through similar difficulties in their lives followg divorce, particularly around the
relationship between accusations of violence osalauind constraints in their custody
arrangements with their children.

Just that they are going through the same thimg yeu know with the kids,
having to move, restraining orders, you know itistja bunch of different men,
but it's the same story being told over and oververl new person that walks in,
“Have you got a restraining order?” “Yeah, oh y&ahnd then the story just
goes in, the kids, child support, you know....they&lebeen through it. It's a
very common thing, you know?

Um, there’s an instant understanding of the way teel. It's a club, a club you
don’t want to be in, but...You know, | guess you cbegjuate it to combat. You
know if you've been in combat with other soldignen only they understand and
that's what this is, this is really war on fathers.

That we generally have a lot in common. We shagesame problems, basically
the same frustrations with the court system andluthges and lawyers. It all
seems to fold into the same categories every tifme.been to 7 or 8 meetings
and every single meeting has been the same. Biggle story has been pretty
much the same as the next guy’s with little vaoiati

Basically knowing that other fathers are going tigio the same thing, you know.
And I'll probably pick up a lot of good informatidnom different people there,
because | mean you know, some of the fathers at#farent stages of it. Some
fathers are already through it, and you get sonoel galvice. You know, that
we’re basically all in the same boat. You knowngesccused of something that
we haven't done.

| can’t say nothing’s been not helpful, you knowee just the peace of mind
knowing that you're not the only one there goingtlgh this ‘cause when you're
standing in that court room and these accusati@being thrown at you left and
right and the judge is looking down at you from $est and you feel like you're
only 2” tall sometimes and you wonder, “Am | thedyoane to feel this
way?”...The first night | came to the meeting it vii&e, “Damn, there’s so many
of us that are going through a similar thing” yowow...like the allegations
against us or even the visitation being slappedratdhe way it is...... it's just
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like knowing | wasn'’t the only one like that, itesaed as if there was a great
weight lifted off me

Again, it is important to note here that not alripants felt the same way
regarding the issue of accusations and the commelotween these accusations and the
fathers rights group. One participant reportedftfiewing regarding this matter.

A lot of false allegations. Or true. Again, a tdtthese guys that come forward
and say “OK | was falsely accused for this, | walsdly accused for that.”...a
good percentage of guys....they were accused of simgathey did do, that
won’'t admit it. There’s a lot of people who doadmit to false or whatever....a
person who’s an alcoholic, they don’t admit it Ltliey go to AA meetings.
Someone that’s on drugs, they don’t admit it uihiily go to drug meetings.
Someone who’s an abuser, they don’t admit it. Bsedhey're trying to hide
something.....there’s a lot of similarities [in theogp] and I think that for the
most part some of those guys ought to just plaalyight admit that they were
wrong, get it done with and over with, get on vilteir life and be a better person
after that. And just stop lying to themselves.
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CHAPTER V
DISCUSSION
In looking at the issues raised in these fatheecsbunts of their fathering through

and beyond separation and divorce, it is cleardbag¢ral themes stand out. Among these
themes are feelings of grief and loss over the gbsuim their relationships with their
children, most particularly around the loss of emhor connection with their kids.
Themes of “needing to focus on the time you hawe’retand out for some, whereas
“having my kids ripped away from me” is a more satisentiment for others.

Grief and Anger

More than one father shed tears during the intergiection that focused on
fatherhood identity and relationships with thedlskpost divorce. In such moments, it
was clear that the interview had crossed overtimtamore intimate territory of these
men’s lived experiences. For some, these tea@apily connected to a sense of having
lost a vision of themselves as fathers, a hope/fat their future connection with their
kids might be'! For other fathers who described their grief dust connection with
their kids, the image seemed to focus more ondéa ihat they might no longer get
credit for all they have done for their sons. Tdeemed to apply in situations where
fathers were more experienced and had older childréarger storehouse of fathering
identity from which to draw in making meaning abthgir changing relationships with
their children.

As the interviews progressed, there were someiffatior whom the reported

experience of grief and loss shifted toward expoessof anger, bitterness or resentment.

1 One can only wonder at times like this about thgrde to which a father’s vision of himself consaihe
hope of “doing it differently than how my own fathdid fathering for me.”

59



Most often this was expressed toward their ex-spgusut then often from there it was
only a brief distance to their anger at the coystesm. For these fathers, the window of
vulnerability on their emotional pain would operdastose quickly in the interviews....a
moment of sitting with the pain of the loss....folleavby the shift to seeking
accountability in their surrounding environmenbr Bome fathers, the shift from a “not
knowing” or almost bewildered location of “how diuis happen to me, how did | lose
my kids, my former identity as a father?” to a glat beginning to wonder about and
even assign blame to the influence of their ex-spsiseemed palpable in the interview.

Relational and Cultural Challenges

Divorce appears for all intensive purposes (rédledoth in the literature and in
this study) to take a highlighter pen and selettloe areas that fathers traditionally
already feel most vulnerable with respect to tkiels, particularly areas of emotional
connection and time spent in connection. The fathights movement appears to have
become a location of protest against the “injustiteconnection between fathers and
children. What does not seem to feature in thaggst, is a broader critique (including
self critique) of the social policies, social prees, and gender-woven assumptions about
men, women, children, privilege, economy and pshathowhich set the stage for many
of these relational disconnections experienced @y im relationships with their children,
both pre and post divorce. Instead what we saemsvement protesting against the
“rights” of women, and “bias” in the courts. Thdaéhers gather to assert their pain at
losing their connections with their children, ared paradoxically render that assertion in
symbolic and linguistic terms which are interwoweith the gender and power

assumptions, and with “men’s ways of being” (Ca&eyhite, 1996) that contribute to
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the context which sets the very stage for the diseotion they protest. One could argue
in a sense that these men are protesting the degvdach father-child disconnection is
a taken for granted assumption in the dominanessmtations of fathering in our
society. What the fathers rights discourse do¢sppear to include in its critique of the
system, is the degree to which men and dominantsweys of being, and in particular
white European-descended men’s dominant ways afjbeet the stage for and continue
to perpetrate the conditions under which so many coene to experience themselves as

disconnected from others in the first place.

Legal Context

With respect to these fathers’ protest specificattyund the relationship between
custody orders and accusations of domestic violandechild abuse, the following is an
excerpt from the State of Massachusetts, Chap&pfithe Acts of 1998:

Section 31A. In issuing any temporary or permawestody order, the probate
and family court shall consider evidence of paspr@sent abuse toward a parent
or child as a factor contrary to the best interetthe child. For the purposes of
this section, "abuse" shall mean the occurrencenef or more of the following
acts between a parent and the other parent or betveeparent and child: (a)
attempting to cause or causing bodily injury; oy fllacing another in reasonable
fear of imminent bodily injury. "Serious incideritatouse" shall mean the
occurrence of one or more of the following actsMesn a parent and the other
parent or between a parent and child: (a) attemgtio cause or causing serious
bodily injury; (b) placing another in reasonableafeof imminent serious bodily
injury; or (c) causing another to engage involunbain sexual relations by

force, threat or duress. For purposes of this setti'bodily injury" and "serious
bodily injury” shall have the same meanings as ey in section 13K of
chapter 265.

A probate and family court's finding, by a preporahee of the evidence, that a
pattern or serious incident of abuse has occuriteglireate a rebuttable
presumption that it is not in the best interestthefchild to be placed in sole
custody, shared legal custody or shared physicsiarly with the abusive parent.
Such presumption may be rebutted by a preponderainite evidence that such
custody award is in the best interests of the clfitat the purposes of this section,
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"an abusive parent" shall mean a parent who hasmitad a pattern of abuse or
a serious incident of abuse.

For the purposes of this section, the issuancenairder or orders under chapter
209A shall not in and of itself constitute a patter serious incident of abuse;
nor shall an order or orders entered ex parte unskeid chapter 209A be
admissible to show whether a pattern or seriougligrat of abuse has in fact
occurred; provided, however, that an order or oslentered ex parte under said
chapter 209A may be admissible for other purposeth@ court may determine,
other than showing whether a pattern or seriousdest of abuse has in fact
occurred; provided further, that the underlying fapon which an order or
orders under said chapter 209A was based may also the basis for a finding
by the probate and family court that a pattern erigus incident of abuse has
occurred.

If the court finds that a pattern or serious inadlef abuse has occurred and
issues a temporary or permanent custody ordercthet shall within 90 days
enter written findings of fact as to the effectshef abuse on the child, which
findings demonstrate that such order is in theHfarance of the child's best
interests and provides for the safety and well-peihthe child.

If ordering visitation to the abusive parent, treud shall provide for the safety
and well-being of the child and the safety of theseed parent. The court may
consider:

(a) ordering an exchange of the child to occur ipratected setting or in the
presence of an appropriate third party;

(b) ordering visitation supervised by an appropeidhird party, visitation center
or agency;

(c) ordering the abusive parent to attend and catlto the satisfaction of the
court, a certified batterer's treatment programaasondition of visitation;

(d) ordering the abusive parent to abstain fromggssion or consumption of
alcohol or controlled substances during the visttatand for 24 hours preceding
visitation;

(e) ordering the abusive parent to pay the cossupkrvised visitation;

(f) prohibiting overnight visitation;

(g9) requiring a bond from the abusive parent fae tieturn and safety of the
child;
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(h) ordering an investigation or appointment ofuwagdian ad litem or attorney
for the child; and

(i) imposing any other condition that is deemedassary to provide for the safety

and well-being of the child and the safety of

the abused parent.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to dfthe right of the parties to a

hearing under the rules of domestic relations pthoe or to affect the discretion

of the probate and family court in the conductwftshearings.

This is relevant in the sense that there is a l&ehvis currently in effect that
speaks to some of the issues that these men tailkt abtheir interviews. Not many of
the men seem to be contesting the fact that thislasts, but rather are contesting the
application of the law in their individual and ative situations or circumstances.
When they express their anger toward judges, lasvged “the system” it seems that they
are protesting the ways in which this law has kagglied to them, and the consequences
associated with that application (namely a redudiotheir involvement with their kids
at this time in their lives, under their currencaomstances). As such, they seem to be
saying that the restraining orders filed againstrttare based on poor judgment by those
in a position to enforce this law. Whether or thet accusations were true
notwithstanding, this is a difficult position frowhich to argue, and is not unlike the
position of a child who is contesting the interpti&mn of their behavior by a parent, in
order to protest receiving a negative consequencinét behavior. The parent often if
not always holds the reins and has the final sé, v without taking into account the

input of the child.

Group Identity and Support

According to a number of the fathers in this stutlg crisis which seemed to

impel members of the group to seek support appedre largely connected to the
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allegations of domestic violence or child abuse twedreduction this poses in their child
custody orders. It makes sense that so many dathers in their situation are faced
with the dual crisis of a dramatic shift of idept#ts a parent, and a loss of social and
political esteem in the eyes of the “legal publitNd wonder these fathers find relief in
the political discourse and protest of the fathagtits movement, a movement that shifts
the personal into the political for these men. these participants, it seems possible that
the fathers’ rights movement helps shift them baakof the margins of their own lives
and back into the center of a dominant male dismaf parenting. To this degree, these
men appear indeed to be subject to what Arenefdls to as a “masculinist discourse of
divorce.” But more than that, they appear to dgextt to a masculinist discourse of
fathering and fatherhood, indeed of manhood in ggne

What we don’t know, is the degree to which men ydio the movement from a
location of grief and loss end up getting “recrditento the rhetoric of rights because it's
the only place that they've found a sense of cotimreevith other men who are
experiencing the same things that they are (i.elula that you don’t want to be part of.”)
A question to ask here for further research might‘Are the average participants joining
because they started from a position of wantingveerthrow the system? Or, is a
willingness to begin expressing interest in thatipalar discourse the purchase price of a
ticket that they're willing to pay for having theaxperiences, and capacities as fathers
affirmed and acknowledged in a post divorce samalext that otherwise is not very
validating and affirming of their experiences aswmaed fathers?” Further along this line
of questioning would be “What about men’s dominaays of being might predispose

men who join the fathers’ rights group to experieg@ ‘natural fit' between the rhetoric
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of the movement and their particular life storyi®’appears that divorce does place men
at significant risk for marginalization in the imtate and connected domains of their
lives, in a society where men are asked to malsethacrifices anyway (most often by
themselves and other men) as a condition of tlezidgr identity and the privilege that
comes with it Just as it appears that divorce statisticallggsgavomen at significant
risk for marginalization in the economic domainghdir lives, in ways that are all too
resonant with the ways that women already expegienmarginalization of their
economic and professional identities.

Accountability and Gender

It is important to note that this study did notlséo determine whether these men
did in fact perpetrate domestic violence or abudewever, regardless of whether they
did or didn't, it does seem important to note habple who perpetrate abuse will most
often insist that their actions are not abusiveabse to do otherwise would contradict
the justification for taking these actions in tirstfplace. Hitting is not seen as abuse to a
parent who believes hitting is not abuse. Askipggpetrator of abuse or violence to
step outside of the realm of power and control Whieeps abusive behavior from being
seen and acknowledged in the first place (by themsgeby the social and political
context), is a shift that men in the fathers righiscourse are not currently being called to
investigate as a possibility, (again, regardlesstwéther or how many of the accusations

reported were true or not.)

12\t was striking that one father talked about settimits with his workplace around his time witis kids.
One can only wonder, “Why does it take divorce aralistody agreement for men to be willing to set
limits on their work lives for the sake of presenyitheir relational lives?” If only this kind ahfit setting
were widely supported at the advent of fatherhooslould there be as many divorces?
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There is a thin line between father’s rights anch'seghts. There is in turn a
thin line between men’s rights and dominant meragsof being, which include both
the use and obfuscation of power and control isqueal, social and political contexts.
For the fathers rights movement to be successfidanhing and recruiting these men
(this group reports it is one of the most succéssid largest groups in the state), it is
imagined that they have had to intertwine theseidanm discourses of power and control
with the grief and pain experienced by fathers akierloss of connection in their
relational lives; a loss of connection with paradeiy is a “real effect” of these very
same dominant discourses of power and controls &quation is not made explicit in
these groups (perhaps because it could invitedughin and shame for many
participants). So instead of looking at the “mahie mirror” (Jackson, 1987), these
men’s questioning and protest is turned toward &ysem.*®

That said, it also seems quite important to tiode these men reported being
able to maintain a sense of their fathering outsidbe dilemmas that they report around
the divorce and accusations. It is assumed thattating the questionnaire to focus first
on men’s experience of fathering and second om éxgierience of accusations of
domestic violence and abuse, was an important segua helping these participants to
know that their fathering was validated in conr@ttivith encouraging them to explore
the more “controversial” issues in their liveswibuld be therefore a recommendation
that future studies which looked at the intersechetween fathering and domestic

violence allow for both regions to be expressedraidy described. The interviews

13 Some women'’s rights advocates would argue strahgltyin fact these men are protesting not becafise
an attempt to make meaning of their post divorqeeaence, but rather as a very calculated and ¢onsc
attempt to hold on to and regain power and contral they have because of patriarchy (Pollock &®yt
1985).
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with these men about their fathering produced diescriptions of how they view
fathering across this difficult life cycle transiti in their lives. These men are dealing
with some of the most challenging post divorce atists imaginable in terms of their
relationships with their children and their senkbeaing socially supported in their
identities as fathers. Themes of custody, relatignwith ex-spouse, psychological
adjustment and coping post divorce all appeardxtsalient to both their personal
narratives and the discourse of the fathers’ rightsip. Within this study, it seems that
they have been able to richly describe their ohallenges and joys of fathering, the
ways that they have been affected by the divordeagnusations, and the ways that they
have both participated in and been helped by thefa rights group to which they
currently belong.
Next Steps

This study builds on the existing fathers rights/eraent literature through
contributing additional voices of fathers from taegoups. According to the literature
review done for this study, this is one of thetfgaalitative studies of fathers rights
groups conducted with fathers in the United Stdteadditionally, this is the first study
found that explicitly addressed the relationshipween membership in the fathers rights
movement and allegations of domestic violence dd@buse. This component is
relevant not only to the existing literature orhfas rights groups, but to the broader
scope of literature on post divorce fathering inagal, which by and large does not
appear to include a significant representatiorefissues surrounding domestic violence,

child abuse, and post divorce fathering. Indeedould appear that much further

4 The only other qualitative study found that wasdfically with fathers rights members is Bertoia’s
work (Bertoia & Drakich, 1993; Bertoia, 1996).
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research into the issue of domestic violence aild abuse is warranted given that there
seems to be so little material regarding theseesbuilt into the current discourses on
fathering. It is hoped that the voices of thesbdies will assist providers and policy
makers to better understand some of the dilemnsxiaded with fathering in the post
divorce context, and some of the issues whichfaterwith the narratives of fathers who
are involved in fathers rights work, and have atsgrientation to their fathering.
Conclusion

It is Friday, June', 2002. On the television show “COPS” an emergency
dispatcher receives a call from a distraught wonfalme reports that her daughter’s
husband has their son and has threatened to talksilld’s life. The police are
dispatched to meet the child’s mother near the éateere the father has the child.
Upon arrival, the police are shown a restrainirdgoiobtained by the child’s mother
against her husband. The police inform her thaating to harm someone is not a
crime, and they can only deliver the restrainindeorand see what’'s going on at the
house. When they arrive and make contact withatieer in question, the child is given
back unharmed to his mother, who takes him to aemtile the police talk with the
child’s father. They serve him with the restragorder and explain its terms. The
father begins crying, saying “I've been those kigisimary caretaker ever since they grew
up, and now she is threatening to take them aveay fne because she wants to go to be
with another man. All | want is to have contacthwmny kids!” The police reiterate the
terms of the restraining order and inform the nieat he will be able to plead his case in
a hearing pursuant to the terms of the order. m&e agrees to this and agrees to depart

the scene at the police’s request.
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Aside from the exploitation factor of televisiomosvs such as this, we obtain a
brief glance into what (presumably) is the unfotddrama of real lives immersed in the
same issues that this study has sought to lookickds Within this brief segment of
video footage, we see conflicting images and dissas) and questions are raised
including the following:

-What if the man really did make threats to harsxdan?

-What if he poses a true danger to his familyrae when he’s in a state of upset?
-Will some fathers harm co-parents or even thein ghildren when they perceive that
their parenthood is threatened?

-Is it possible for a man to both love and podereat to those he cares about?

-Is it possible for a man to express anger withauiming those he cares about?

-Is it possible for a man to both rage at his parand children and cry over their
potential loss in the same day? Can rage andlggmime somehow connected for men
in this way?

This in turn leads us to other possible questimmtyding the following:

-Where do these conflicting images and discoulsage us in terms of understanding
how best to work with these same fathers in cliniegal and social policy contexts?
-How do we join with these fathers in hearing aatidating their stories of relationship,
connection, care-taking, and parenting while alsldihg them accountable for the
protection and safety of those they care for?

-Do violence and rage erase nurturing and careqaki

-How do we work with these fathers to help thenddpei the gap between where the legal
system sees them and how they want to and reppeefier to see themselves as
parents?

-How can these fathers show the legal system, Iseeigice providers, and their former

partners that they are safe as men and as parents?

5 The law illustrated earlier in this chapter suggékat legally, violence and threats to harm dfat
remand the rights of fathers to be in a fatherivig,rat least for a time.
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Great passion bears great responsibility. It sethiat these fathers have a
tremendous passion for what their parenting idiestitepresent to them, hence their
involvement in this particular group. And yet thielentities are up for grabs, or as they
might argue their identities are “under siege” (Bex, 1996, p. 1). For a variety of
reasons, the issue of fathering has been placatldrml center for these men. They have
illustrated through their narratives that when thiesce is recognized and acknowledged,
they seem to feel validated in terms of what theport as images of themselves in
connected, caring and engaged fathering rolesprédders we have the option of
turning our heads at these narratives, based oallégations of violence and abuse in
their lives, or finding a way to join with them. fArmer mentor of this author’s once
illustrated a clinical practice for talking with gale about threatening behavior. She said
that in talking with a client who reports a threaanother’s safety, one might say
something like, “I can talk with you about this,arder to understand what you mean
about it and how you make sense of it, but | nerdtg know that talking about it
doesn’t mean that | agree with it.” In a similanse perhaps, these men have been
invited to talk about their experience as fatheid their experience as accused
perpetrators of violence and abuse. They have ipeéad to engage and connect with
their preferred narratives of themselves as fath&€hey have been invited to talk about
the meanings they make of their experience arouaéiegations of violence and abuse
in their lives. We have been given a brief windato their worlds, and the opportunity
to take the stance of “respectful listening” withtaking an “agreeing or disagreeing
position” with respect to their views of the allégas. In a sense, this study has opened

the door to another way of listening to the voickthese men, and hearing what they
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have to say. There are parts of what they saywbahight agree with, and parts that we
might not agree with. But the personal, sociat] palitical unpacking of their narratives
will (this author believes) only occur if we maklgase for both / and. Both the potential
that they can be loving caring fathers, and themgdl! that they can be and have been
engaged in behaviors which have threatened orotlwets. Why not simply cast their
fathering narratives aside, asserting that in psneir legal privileges as parents they
also should forsake their preferred memories, egpees and intentions as men and as
fathers? Why not? One reason is because theyemgmost of them white, many of
them angry, and they carry a great deal of sogditical, and financial power as
members of these privileged and dominant groupsiirsociety. It is unlikely that they
will be marginalized as a social group in this sbcby virtue of these issues alone. In
finding a way to listen to their voices as fathansl as beings with the potential for
connection and relationship, we may be invitingithato a dialogue which (as long as it
maintains standards of accountability to the woieah children involved), could
potentially be a fruitful and important discussidBut again, it needs to be “both / and,”
in terms of both relational narrative and pers@mal social and political accountability,
and these fathers perhaps would need to know liwdih Y and” needed to be part of the
terms and conditions of such dialogues about twicerns.

This study effectively undertook to use a “botnd” approach to open space and
thicken the discourse further around this poputatibdivorced fathers. By paying
attention to the social, legal, and political reggmtations and implications of these men’s
narratives, it seems that we might better enabisebwes as providers to more fully

engage them at the subjective level. What emesgesich and conflicting discourse,
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which makes it difficult to fully “know the wholda@ry” about these participants. It does
not seem possible to simply “put them in a box"fde them away” or to even fully
grasp the big picture of their discourse as a gaiupis time. There is a tension created
between their accounts of connected and engadeetifag, their personal, social and
political accounts as men who’ve been accused rofing others, who feel they’'ve been
wronged, and as representatives of a sociallylpged group constituting a political
movement.

It seems important to be able to hold these appamtradictions, and the
creative tension amidst these pieces if we areagenforward in continuing our work
with this group of men. And it seems equally it nmre important that other men in
particular become more involved in the work of bligtening to these fathers and
helping them account for where they are in terntheir narratives, their perspectives,
their relationships, actions, and the implicatiohall of these in their own experiences,

and the experiences of past, current and prosjgeitiiure partners, and children.
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Appendix A

Initial Interview Guide (Did not include questions about child support and
economic situations, used for first two interviews)

Demographic Information
Year of Birth
Race / Ethnicity
Ex-Spouse’s Year of Birth
Ex-Spouse’s Race / Ethnicity
Sex and Birth Year of Each Child
Can you tell me a little about the circumstararesind your separation from
your ex-wife?
Can you tell me what the visitation and custadgngement is?
a. When first went to court for custody
b. Initial custody order
c. Current custody order

ogkwnE

~

Relationship with Children / Fathering Identity
8. What do you enjoy most about being a father?
9. What is the most difficult thing about beingashier?
10. Briefly describe your relationship with youdgibefore you got divorced
11. Briefly describe your relationship with youd&inow
12. What concerns you most about your relationghilp your kids (now)?
13. What concerns you most about your relationsfitip them in the future?
14. What do you hope most for the future of yolmtrenship with them?
15. What matters to you most about your kids?
16. What do you think your kids get from you tHa#yt value the most?
17. What are some of the influences on your pargfti
i.  Your own childhood / relationship with your pats
ii. Your hopes and dreams for your kids’ futures
iii. Your observations or advice from others aroyod
18. How has the divorce affected your kids’ relasibips with their grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins, etc?
19. What kind of support are you getting from fanaihd friends (for being a
father)?
20. How has this changed since before the divorce?
21. Tell me about your strengths as a father
22. Tell me about areas you might want to improwergelf in as a father

Bridge to Talking about Relationship with Ex Wife

23. How has the divorce changed your attitude andlvement as a father?

24. Can you describe your approach when it comegés and discipline?

25. How is this different from or similar to youx wife?

26. How do you and your ex wife make decisions &buoportant issues (school,
friends, medical, mental health issues, etc) affgagtour children?
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Accusations of Domestic Violence and Child Abuse
27. Has your ex-wife evexccusedyou of spousal abuse?
If Yes,

a. Were these accusations before or after you amdwife separated?

b. Can you describe your experience of this? Woatthought, felt
about it, etc.

c. Do you feel that these accusations were unjushfair?

d. If these accusations were made after you seguhrdid they play a
role in how custody and visitation were determiirethe family
courts?

e. What impact have these accusations had on gtationship with
your children?Did you talk about it with your kids, and how ditey
respond?

28. Did your ex-wife ever take out a restrainingesragainst you?
If Yes,

a. Can you describe your experience of this? \Whathought, felt
about it, etc.

b. Did you ever violate a restraining order? Iflsow?

c. Have you ever been arrested or done jail tim@ifdating the
restraining order?

29. Has your ex-wife evearccused/ou of child physical or sexual abuse?
If Yes,

a. Were the accusations before or after you andeoseparated?

b. Can you describe your experience of this? Woatthought, felt
about it, etc.

c. If these accusations were made after you seguhrdid they play a
role in how custody and visitation were determiirethe family
courts?

d. What impact did these accusations have on yationship with you
children? Did you talk about it with them and hdid they respond?

30. Did your ex ever file a 51-A against you?

a. If so, how did that affect your views of youfsed a parent?

b. If so, have you ever had the kids taken fromlypDSS, or been
arrested or done jail time for abuse?

c. If yesto any of these, how has this affecteatr ymrrent relationship
with your children?

31. Have you ever accused your ex-wife of spoalsate?
If Yes,

a. Have you ever taken out a restraining ordemagaier?

b. If yes, did she ever violate a restraining ofulwveen you?

c. Did she ever have to do jail time for violatifg restraining order?

32. Have you ever accused your ex-wife of childgitsl or sexual abuse?
a. If yes, was there ever a 51A or 51B taken oaireg her due to your
report?
b. If so, did she ever have the kids removed by BIS8d she ever have
to do jail time around the reported abuse?
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c. If so, how has this affected your relationshithwour kids?
33. What advice would you give another father whadcused of partner abuse?
34. What advice would you give another father whaccused of child physical
or sexual abuse?

Father’s Rights Group Questions:
35. How did you first find out about the fatherngjhts organization?
36.In what ways are you currently involved?
37. What has been most helpful to you in your imgotent with the FRO?
38. What has not been helpful, (if anything) in yowolvement with the FRO?
39. Have things gotten better or worse for you tdleer since you got involved
in the FRO?
a. |Ifso, how?
b. If not, how?
40. What do you identify with most when you hedrevtfathers in the FRO tell
their stories?
41. What support, if any, have the fathers’ rigirsups given you around the
accusation(s) of abuse and your case in the faroilyts?
a. What was most helpful about this support?
b. What was least helpful (if anything)?

Thank you for your time!
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Appendix B
Initial Email / Contact Message to Fathers Rights @Gups

Hi, my name is Stephen Bradley and | am a Smithe@elSocial Work student. | am
doing a thesis project which involves interviewitgorced fathers who are involved in
fathers rights work, and who at some point havenla@eused by their ex-spouse of
domestic violence or child abuse. | am interestdtbw these fathers maintain
connection with their kids despite the challengpey face. | hope that this project will
provide an opportunity for divorced fathers to tabbout their experiences, and to have
their stories heard by a wider audience.

I am currently recruiting participants for this@gywland would like to attend your meeting
at on , in order to present the
project and give people my contact informationvould need approximately 10-15
minutes to do a brief presentation on the profedtywing which I could either stay for
the whole meeting, or leave early, depending orctimefort level of your members.

The interview process would consist of meeting witierested participants individually
for an hour and a half to two hours and discusBieg experiences as fathers both pre
and post-divorce. It is my hope that participamils benefit by having an opportunity to
talk about their experiences, and to tell theiristin their own voices in a situation
where they will be listened to. Additionally, | jp@ that participants will benefit from
knowing that they are furthering knowledge arowslies facing divorced fathers.

All identifying information will be kept confiderdl throughout the project. Interviews
will be audio-taped and written up by me withoutrence to identifying information, in
order to maintain confidentiality for all participis. At the end of the interview | will
make a list of counseling resources available togyaants in the event that they want
additional resources for talking about their diveexperiences.

I look forward to hearing further from you aboutyaneeting , and to
meeting with you then. Please feel free to contaevia email or at (413) 522-0838.
Thank you.
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Appendix C
Presentation at meeting

Hi, my name is Stephen Bradley and | am a Smithe@elSocial Work student. | am
currently doing a thesis project with divorced &ghwho are involved in fathers rights
groups, and who at some point have been accustinyex-spouse of domestic
violence or child abuse. | am interested in hogséhfathers maintain connections with
their kids despite these obstacles. | hope thaiptioject will provide an opportunity for
divorced fathers to talk about their experiences, ta have their stories heard.

I am currently recruiting participants for thisgyu The interview process would consist
of meeting with interested participants individydbr an hour and a half to two hours
and discussing their experiences as fathers betanmt post-divorce. It is my hope that
participants will benefit by having an opportuntitytalk about their experiences, and to
tell their stories in their own voices in a siteatiwhere they will be listened to.
Additionally, | hope that participants will benefiom knowing that they are furthering
knowledge around issues facing divorced fathers.

All identifying information will be kept confiderdl throughout the project. Interviews
will be audio-taped and written up by me withouerence to identifying information, in
order to maintain confidentiality for all participis. At the end of the interview | will
make a list of counseling resources available togygants in the event that they want
additional resources for talking about their diveexperiences.

It is my hope that the results of this project valither extend the voices of divorced
fathers in public and academic settings, and thdtqgpants will have a positive
experience talking about their situations in ancsphere where they will be listened to
respectfully. |look forward to hearing furtheoifn those of you who are interested in
participating in this study, and can be contactethe following ways [hand out flyer /
card with my contact information on it].

Thank you for your time.

81



Appendix D
Informed Consent Form

I am conducting a study about the experience ddrsged and divorced fathers who are
involved in Father’s Rights Organizations, and hbgen accused of spouse or child
abuse. Your perspective as a separated or divéatieel is important and valuable to the
further development of research in this field. sTétudy is being conducted as a partial
fulfillment of the Master’s of Social Work degreeSmith College School for Social
Work and for future presentation and publicatiorttda topic.

You are being asked to participate as a separatgidarced father who is a participant

in Fathers’ Rights group(s) in this geographic aeeal as a father who has at some time
been accused of spouse or child abuse. If yousehtwoparticipate, | will ask you to sit
for an interview with me, which will take approxitedy an hour and a half to two hours
of your time. The interview will include questioabout you as a father since the time of
your separation and / or divorce. | will be partaly interested in concerns which are
common to fathers involved in Fathers’ Rights Gyuand separated and divorced
fathers in general. The interview is not meariht@de your privacy, but to gain a better
sense of your experience and struggles as a father.

The interview will be audio tape recorded, and ttranscribed by me or a professional
or volunteer transcriber for the purposes of datyais (identifying and discussing
important themes from the interview). In the eviwat a transcriber other than myself is
used, they will be required to sign a confidentyadigreement prior to having access to
tapes or transcripts of the interview. Privacyl W@ kept protected by assigning a
numeric code to each participant’s tape and by vamgycall names and locations from the
transcripts. Information will be reported in sdiéo papers and publications with some
guotations that will not be linked to identifyingformation about you or any participant.
Tapes will be transcribed and then destroyed. sordpts will be kept confidential under
lock and key by the researcher for a minimum oée¢hyears, consistent with Federal
regulations. After three years they will eithentinue to be kept under lock and key or
destroyed.

The only instance where | would have to disclosermation from our interview to
others is if you inform me of instances of childetder abuse, in which case | would
have to inform DSS as a mandated reporter.

It is my hope that this study will help social werk, counselors, and family advocates
understand the unique issues faced by fathersafimifpseparation and divorce,
particularly those who have been accused of padnehild abuse, and who are involved
in Fathers Rights Organizations. There will bdinancial benefits from participating in
this study. However, it will be an opportunity fgsu to tell your story in a setting where
you will be listened to, and to help people whoiaterested in understanding your
experience as a separated or divorced fatherpéd twat participation in this study will
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help other separated and divorced fathers whoeaknd with similar concerns to those
you have faced.

During this study, the interview may bring up merasror feelings which are painful or
stressful. If this happens, we can take a timd@utfocus or consider other questions,
skip certain questions or topic areas, or concthdenterview if it becomes too stressful.
| will also provide contact information for locabenselors and support groups in case
you think that would be helpful following talkindpaut some of the challenges of post
divorce fathering (please see the back of this flmmnthat information).

You have the right to withdraw from this study ayaime: before, during, or after the
interview. You may choose to not answer any qaestiwithout repercussions of any
kind. However, the final date for withdrawal is B, 2002 when the report will be
written.

YOUR SIGNATURE INDICATES THAT YOU HAVE READ AND UNIERSTAND
THE ABOVE INFORMATION; THAT YOU HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO
ASK QUESTIONS ABOUT THE STUDY, YOUR PARTICIPATIONMND YOUR
RIGHTS AND THAT YOU AGREE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE STDY.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
Signature of Participant OR WISH TO WITHDRAW YOUFONSENT,
PLEASE CONTACT
Stephen Bradley
Date Box 31 Lilly Hall
Smith College
Northampton, MA 01060
(413) 522-0838
Please keep this copy for your own records so woucontact me later or use the referral
numbers. Thank you!
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Appendix E

Modified Interview Guide (Added questions 7, 8 to ddress child support and
economic situation. Used for last 8 interviews).

Demographic Information
42. Year of Birth
43. Race / Ethnicity
44. Ex-Spouse’s Year of Birth
45. Ex-Spouse’s Race / Ethnicity
46. Sex and Birth Year of Each Child
47. Can you tell me a little about the circumstarmeund your separation from
your ex-wife?
a. Year of separation
48. Can you tell me what the current child suppardangement is?
49. Can you tell me a little bit about how your eemic situation has changed pre
and post divorce?
50. Can you tell me what the visitation and custagngement is?
a. When first went to court for custody
b. Initial custody order
c. Current custody order

Relationship with Children / Fathering Identity
51. What do you enjoy most about being a father?
52. What is the most difficult thing about beintather?
53. Briefly describe your relationship with youdg&ibefore you got divorced
54. Briefly describe your relationship with youdginow
55. What concerns you most about your relationshilp your kids (now)?
56. What concerns you most about your relationshilp them in the future?
57. What do you hope most for the future of yolatrenship with them?
58. What matters to you most about your kids?
59. What do you think your kids get from you tHayt value the most?
60. What are some of the influences on your pargfti
i. Your own childhood / relationship with your pats
ii. Your hopes and dreams for your kids’ futures
iii. Your observations or advice from others aroyod
61. How has the divorce affected your kids’ relasioips with their grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins, etc?
62. What kind of support are you getting from fanaihd friends (for being a
father)?
63. How has this changed since before the divorce?
64. Tell me about your strengths as a father
65. Tell me about areas you might want to improwergelf in as a father
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Bridge to Talking about Relationship with Ex Wife

66. How has the divorce changed your attitude amdivement as a father?

67. Can you describe your approach when it comedés and discipline?

68. How is this different from or similar to youx aife?

69. How do you and your ex wife make decisions &buoportant issues (school,
friends, medical, mental health issues, etc) affgagtour children?

Accusations of Domestic Violence and Child Abuse
70. Has your ex-wife everccusedyou of spousal abuse?
If Yes,

f. Were these accusations before or after you andwife separated?

g. Can you describe your experience of this? Woatthought, felt
about it, etc.

h. Do you feel that these accusations were unjughfair?

i. If these accusations were made after you seggirdid they play a
role in how custody and visitation were determiirethe family
courts?

j.  What impact have these accusations had on wbatignship with
your children?Did you talk about it with your kids, and how ditey
respond?

71. Did your ex-wife ever take out a restrainingesragainst you?
If Yes,

a. Can you describe your experience of this? \Whathought, felt
about it, etc.

b. Did you ever violate a restraining order? Iflsow?

c. Have you ever been arrested or done jail timeifdating the
restraining order?

72. Has your ex-wife evexccused/ou of child physical or sexual abuse?
If Yes,

a. Were the accusations before or after you andegwseparated?

b. Can you describe your experience of this? Woatthought, felt
about it, etc.

c. If these accusations were made after you seguhrdid they play a
role in how custody and visitation were determiirethe family
courts?

d. What impact did these accusations have on yationship with you
children? Did you talk about it with them and hdid they respond?

73. Did your ex ever file a 51-A against you?

a. If so, how did that affect your views of youfses a parent?

b. If so, have you ever had the kids taken fromlypDSS, or been
arrested or done jail time for abuse?

c. If yesto any of these, how has this affecteatr ymrrent relationship
with your children?

74. Have you ever accused your ex-wife of spoaisate?
If Yes,
a. Have you ever taken out a restraining ordemagaier?
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b. If yes, did she ever violate a restraining ofoktxveen you?
c. Did she ever have to do jail time for violatihg restraining order?
75. Have you ever accused your ex-wife of childgatel or sexual abuse?
a. If yes, was there ever a 51A or 51B taken oaireg her due to your
report?
b. If so, did she ever have the kids removed by BIS8d she ever have
to do jail time around the reported abuse?
c. If so, how has this affected your relationshithwour kids?
76. What advice would you give another father wdhadcused of partner abuse?
77. What advice would you give another father wghaccused of child physical
or sexual abuse?

Father's Rights Movement Questions:
78. How did you first find out about the fathergjhts organization?
79.In what ways are you currently involved?
80. What has been most helpful to you in your isgotent with the FRO?
81. What has not been helpful, (if anything) in yowolvement with the FRO?
82. Have things gotten better or worse for you tdheer since you got involved
in the FRO?
a. |Ifso, how?
b. If not, how?
83. What do you identify with most when you hedrestfathers in the FRO tell
their stories?
84. What support, if any, have the fathers’ rigirtsups given you around the
accusation(s) of abuse and your case in the faroiyts?
a. What was most helpful about this support?
b. What was least helpful (if anything)?

Thank you for your time!
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Appendix F

Transcriber’'s Assurance Of Research Confidentiality

Father’'s Rights Group Participants’ Narratives of Their Fatherhood
Stephen Bradley MSW Thesis Project for Smith Colleg School for

Social Work
Box 31 Lilly Hall, Smith College Northampton, MA 01060 (413) 522-0838

STATEMENT OF POLICY:

This thesis project is firmly committed to thermiple that research
confidentiality must be protected. This principalds whether or not any specific
guarantee of confidentiality was given by respomsiére. fathers who participate in the
project) at the time of the interview. When guaeas have been given, they may impose
additional requirements which are to be adherexdrictly.

PROCEDURES FOR MAINTAINING CONFIDENTIALITY:

1. All volunteer and professional transcribenstfas project shall sign this
assurance of confidentiality.

2. Avolunteer, or professional transcriber siddug aware that the identity of
participants in research studies is confidentiedrimation, as are identifying information
about participants and individual responses tottpres Depending on the study, the
organizations participating in the study, the gapbical location of the study, the
method of participant recruitment, the subject eraif the study, and the hypotheses
being tested may also be confidential informati&pecific research findings and
conclusions are also usually confidential untijthave been published or presented in
public.

It is incumbent on volunteers and professionaldcaibers to treat information
from and about research as privileged informatiofe aware of what is confidential in
regard to specific studies on which they work avwthwhich they have knowledge, and
to preserve the confidentiality of this informatiomypes of situations where
confidentiality can often be compromised includewarsations with friends and
relatives, conversations with professional collesgoutside the project team,
conversations with reporters and the media, artldaruse of consultants for computer
programs and data analysis.

3. Unless specifically instructed otherwise, duateer or professional transcriber
upon encountering a respondent or information pen@to a respondent that s/he knows
personally, shall not disclose any knowledge ofrégpondent or any information
pertaining to the respondent’s testimony or higigaation in this thesis project. In
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other words, volunteer and professional transcsilsbould not reveal any information or
knowledge about or pertaining to a respondent’gyaation in this project.

4. Data containing personal identifiers shalkbpt in a locked container or a
locked room when not being used each working dagutine activities. Reasonable
caution shall be exercised in limiting access tada only those persons who are
working on this thesis project and who have bestructed in the applicable
confidentiality requirements for the project.

5. The researcher for this project, Stephen Byaslall be responsible for
ensuring that all volunteer and professional trebecs involved in handling data are
instructed in these procedures, have signed tadgpl and comply with these procedures
throughout the duration of the project. At the efthe project, Stephen Bradley shall
arrange for proper storage or disposition of dataccordance with federal guidelines
and Human Subjects Review Committee policies aGthéh College School for Social
Work.

7. Stephen Bradley must ensure that procedueesstablished in this study to
inform each respondent of the authority for thelgtihe purpose and use of the study,
the voluntary nature of the study (where applicaldad the effects on the respondents, if
any, of not responding.

PLEDGE

| hereby certify that | have carefully read andl sooperate fully with the above
procedures. | will maintain the confidentiality@fnfidential information from all
studies with which | have involvement. | will ndiscuss, disclose, disseminate, or
provide access to such information, except directihe researcher, Stephen Bradley for
this project. | understand that violation of thledge is sufficient grounds for
termination of professional or volunteer servicéhhe project, and constitutes a
breach of personal and professional ethics, artdhikaights of participants in this study
will be protected through this pledge. | give neygpnal pledge that | shall abide by this
assurance of confidentiality.

Signature

Date

Stephen Bradley

Date
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